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*,* It may be proper to mention, that we delayed the publication of our 
June number, till nearly the end of the ménth, in expectation of daily receiv- 
ing the Minutes of Synod; being disappointed in this, we printed it; but as 
soon as it was done the Minutes came to hand, end we judged it proper to 

rint them as soon as possible in the July number. This will account for the 
Jelay, and also the receiving of two numbers at one time. 

(> Agreeably to order of Synod 500 copies of the Minutes have been prin- 
ty a ted in a pamphlet form, and five copies will be forwarded to every Minister of 
the connexion. There will still be a considerable number on hand which will 
be forwarded to the orders of thembers of the Associate Synod : but these or- 
ders should come to us free of charge. 
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For the Religious Monitor. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE SECESSION CHURCH 
RESPECTING MASONRY. 


Che Secession Church has thought proper to express her mind 
especting Masonry at sundry times, and yet it is presumed that 
her sentiments are not generally known. Whether this be owing 
to a want of intrinsic merit in the subject, or of the means of in- 
formation, or whether it is owing to a culpable neglect to make 
the proper inquiries, I shall not determine. But surely the mem- 
bers or ministers of that church, whe do not know her sentiments 
on this subject, cannot plead for the consistency of their conduct, 
while they have the means of information within their reach. 
The following extracts, as they are made from documents not 
in the possession of a great many, may serve to make some of the 
readers of the Monitor, better acquainted with the principles of 
their own church. 


An act concerning the Mason Oath. 
Epinspurenu, Aveust 25, 1757. 

Whereas an oath is one of the most solemn acts of religious 
worship, which ought to be taken only upon important and ne- 
cessary occasions; and to be sworn in truth, in judgment and in 
righteousness—without any mixture of sinful, profane, or super. 
stitious devices: And whereas the Synod had laid before them, in 
their meeting at Stirling, on the 7th of March, 1746, an overture 
concerning the Mason Oath; bearing that there were very strong 
presumptions, that among Masons an oath of secrecy is adminis- 
tered to those entering their society, even under a capital penalty 
and before any of those things which they swear to keep secret 
be revealed to them—and that they pretend to take-some of these 
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secrets trom the Bible; besides other things which are ground oi 
scruple in the manner of swearing the said oath: And therefore 
overturing that the Synod would consider the whole affair; and 
give directions with respect to the admission of persons engaged 
in that oath, to sealing ordinances. 

And whereas the Synod, in their meeting at Stirling, on the 
26th of September, 1745, remitted the overture concerning the 
Mason Oath to the several Sessions subordinate to them, for their 
proceeding therein, as far they should find practicable according 
to our received and known principles, and the plain rules of the 
Lord’s word, and sound reason: And whereas the Synod in their 
meeting at Edinburgh, on the 5th of March, 1755, when a par- 
ticular case about the Mason Oath was before them, did appoint 
all the sessions, under their inspection, to require all persons in 
their respective congregations, who are presumed or suspected to 
have engaged in that oath, to make a plain acknowledgment 
whether they have ever been so engaged; and to require that 
such, as they may find to been engaged therein, should give in- 
genuous answers to what further inquiries the sessions may see 
cause to make, concerning the tenor and administration of the 
said oath to them—and that the Sessions should proceed to the 
purging of what scandal they may thus find those persons con- 
victed of, according to the directions of the above mentioned act 
of Synod, in September, 1745. 

And whereas the generality of the Sessions have, since the 
above mentioned periods, dealt with several persons under their 
inspeetion about the Mason Oath; in the course of which pro- 
cedure, by the confessions made to them, they found others, be 
sides those of the Mason craft, to be involved in that oath: And 
the Synod finding it proper and necessary, to give more particu- 
lar directions to the several Sessions, for having the heinous pre 
fanation of the Lord’s name, in that oath, purged out of all the 
congregations under their inspection. Therefore the Synod did, 
and hereby do, appoint, that the several sessions subordinate to 
them, in dealing with persons about the Mason Oath, shall par 
ticularly interrogate them if they have taken that oath, and when 
and where they did so? If they have taken the said oath or de 
clared their approbation of it oftener than onée ; upon being ad 
mitted to a higher degree in a masonic lodge. If that oath was 
not administered to them, without letting them know the terms 
of it, till in the act of administering the same to them? If it was 
not an oath binding them to keep a number of secrets, none oi 
which they were allowed to know before swearing the oath? 
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If besides a solemn invocation of the Lord’s name in that oath, 
it did not contain a capital penalty; about having their tongues 
and hearts taken out in case of breaking the same? If the said 
yath was not administered to them with several superstitious ce- 
remonies; such as the stripping of them, or requiring them to de- 
liver up any thing of metal which they had upon them—and 
making them kneel upon their right knee bare—holding up their 
right arm bare, with their elbow upon the Bible, or with the Bi- 
ble laid before them—or having the Bible, as also the square and 
sompasses in some particular way applied to their bodies? And 
if among the secrets which they were bound by that oath to keep, 
there was not a passage of scripture read to them, (particularly 
{. Kings vii. 21.) with or without some explication put upon the 
same; for being concealed? Moreover, the Synod appoint that 
the several Sessions call before them all persons in their congre- 
gations who are of the Mason craft, and others whom they may 
have a particular suspicion of as being involved in the Mason 
oath, except such as have been already dealt with and have given 
satisfaction upon that head; and that upon their answering the 
first of the foregoing questions in the affirmative, the Sessions 
shall proceed to put the other interrogatories before appointed: 
As also, that all persons of the Mason craft, applying for sealing 
ordinances, and likewise others concerning whom there may be 
any presumption of their having been involved in the Mason 
oath, shall be examined by the ministers if they have been so; 
and upon their acknowledging the same, or declining to answer 
whether or not ; the ministers shall refer them to be dealt with 
by the Sessions before admitting them to these ordinances; and 
that all such persons offering themselves to the Sessions for join- 
ing in covenanting work, shall be then examined hy the Sessions 
as to their concern in the aforesaid oath. 

And the Synod further appoint, that when persons are found to 
be involved in the Mason oath, according to their confessions in 
giving plain and particular answers to the foregoing questions, 
and professing their sorrow for the same, the scandal shall be 
purged by a sessional rebuke and admonition, with a strict charge 
to abstain from all concern afterwards in administering the said 
oath to any, or enticing any into that snare, and from all practi- 
ces of amusing people with the pretended mysteries of their signs 
and secrets. But that persons who shall refuse, or shift, to give 
plain and particular answers to the foregoing questions, shall be 
reputed under scandal ; incapable of admission to sealing .ordi- 
nances till they answer and give satisfaction as before appointed. 
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And the Synod refer to the several Sessions to proceed untc 
higher censure, as they shall see cause—in the case of persons 
whom they may find involved in the said oath with special ag- 
gravation; as taking, or relapsing into the same in opposition to 
warnings against doing so. 

And the Synod appoint, that each of the Sessions undef their 
inspection, shall have an extract of this act, for executing the 
same accordingly. 


Section 10 of the Mason Oath. Gib’s Display, vol. 2d, p. 128. 

It is commonly understood, that in some societies of Free-Ma- 
sons, persons at their entrance into them take an oath of secrecy 
under a capital penalty, and that before any of those things 
which they engage to keep secret be revealed to them. This is 
a heinous profanation of the Lord’s name; and therefore when 
any person who is known to be a member of such a society of 
Masons, and to be involved in that oath, seeks admission to 
church communion, the office bearers are to deal with him, in or- 
der to bring him to acknowledge his sin in this matter; and to 
desist from enticing others into such asnare. If it appear that 
he is involved in this oath, and refuses to give any satisfaction in 
relation to it, he ought not to. be admitted to church communion 
Page 38 of the Discipline of the Associate Church of N. America 

The reader will perceive a perfect harmony of views on this 
subject, as expressed by the Synod in Scotland and the Synod 
here. And therefore the act passed at Edinburgh, 1757, express- 
es the mind of the Associate Church of North America, and is 
therefore to be considered as remaining in full force; and I may 
add that its importance to the unity and purity of the Church con- 
tinues undiminished. Therefore it ought not, and with consis- 
tency or safety, it cannot be regarded as a small matter. 

The above act lays down the path of duty both to ministers 
and elders, respecting Masonry, so plain, that it needs no com- 
ment. All these at their ordination most solemnly vow to main 
tain and defend the government and discipline of the Associate 
Church, and this is part of it. How then is that silence and ne- 
glect, through which numbers involved in that abomination have 
found access to sealing ordinances, without any satisfaction what- 
ever, to be accounted for? 

Other denominations may repute this as a matter of no moment, 
and treat those who are of a contrary mind with a great deal of 
ridicule and reproach; but that will not account jor it. Officers 
may use all the diligence required in the above act, in order to 
purge church members of this scandal]. and yet be unsuccessful in 
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many instances; but neither will that excuse the culpable negii- 
gence of which I speak. Perhaps a superstitious dread of awak- 
ening some deadly wrath in the bosom of Masons, who generally 
pretend great anger if the ANCIENT MYSTERIES (I ought to say 
mummeries) of their order be called in question, may prevent 
some weak-minded persons from speaking to those who are con- 
cerned. But this is spiritual cowardice, and requires an apology 
for itself. I do not mean that ministers or Sessions ought to in- 
sult the feelings of any man but they are bound to be faithful to 
their trust, and to their vows. Let personal feelings be treated 
with all due respect and tenderness, but let the discipline of 
Christ’s house be fully put in force. To do any thing less in ten- 
derness to feeling, is cruel tenderness. 

Some, involved in this oath, may otherwise be unimpeachable, 
useful and highly respectable ; and others may have an extensive 
chain of connections, whose feelings might be in danger of being 
wounded, should their relative be subjected to discipline. All 
these, and other like circumstances, increase the difficulties of a 
faithful performance of duty; but can never release from the ob- 
ligation to it. In such cases, every moment’s delay will increase 
the difficulty, and the criminality of the neglect increases in pro- 
portion. 

No man of principle and candour, (and such only it is profita 
ble and desirable to have,) will be offended with a society for ad- 
hering strictly to its avowed principles; but he must, in his heart, 
despise those, who for the sake of any sinister end, either conceal 
or neglect them. But let men think as they please, let the con- 
sequences be what they may, it is the path of duty, and the glory 
of God, and the peace and purity of the church, that is to be 
promoted by walking constantly in them. 

In what way has it ever been that any portion of the visible 
church has been ruined? Not surely by plunging all at once in 
to the depths of apostacy: no, but by small and imperceptible de 
grees—by laying aside this, and neglecting that jot or tittle only 
And have not the most flourishing nations declined, and ullti- 
mately become extinct, in the very same way? Either then let 
the ministers, elders, and private members of the Associate 
Church, come forward in a body, and discard this act from her 
discipline, or let them one and all adhere firmly to it: and let 
the world know, by a uniform and consistent practice, as well as 
by printed documents, what she holds. 

ALIQUIS 














v4 


For the Religious Monitor. 
THE ANGELS. 
[foncluded from page 9.]} 

8. They are all under a law regulating their whole service in 
yielding obedience, in which their life and happiness consist. The 
fall of a portion of their number by transgression, sufficiently 
manifests that they are under law to God: for where there is no 
law, there can be no transgression. And were they not under a 
law regulating their services, it could not be acceptable to Jeho- 
vah. And this law is no other than the moral law promulgated 
to the church at Sai, accommodated to their condition, and un- 
der which every moral agent is, as necessarily as he is a dependent 
being. It is true, that there are some important alterations in 
their edition of it. Being ail created at once, and not propagated 
by marriage union, they have no precept prohibiting adultery 
and the coveting of their neighbour’s wife: nor are they requir- 
ed to honour their mother. The grand principle and sum of the 
moral law, requiring supreme love to God, and to one another, 
eomes addressed to them in all its force, and is exemplarily obey- 
ed by them. They are required to devote their highest energies 
unto their God; and after they have done their utmost, they are 
as unprofitable servants as ourselves, anc as remote from merit as 
the most imperfect of the human race. When they have done 
perfectly all that is commanded, they say with truth and humili- 
ty, we are unprofitable servants, we have done nothing but what 
it was our duty to do : for even angels cannot be profitable unto 
God, as one man may be profitable unto another. 

The law given them regulates their service in respect of Jehovah, 
themselves, the world, and the church. 

Their chief and most glorious service is performed to the tri- 
une Jehovah. They are, by way of eminence, his ministers that 
fulfil his pleasure. Standing before his throne, they contemplate 
and publish his glory, listen to the revelation of his will, and has- 
ten to declare and execute it. This is the very service to which 
they are summoned. “ Bless the Lord, all ye his hosts, ye minis- 
ters of his that do his pleasure. Bless the Lord, ye his angels 
that excel in strength. Praise ye him, all his angels, and praise 
ye him, all his hosts.” Isaiah beheld them thus employed, when 
he saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, and his 
train filled the temple. ‘‘ Above it stood the seraphim, each one 
had six wings, with twain he covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the 
whole earth is full of his glory. They had each six wings tc 
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denote their readiness for service, and the expedition with which 
they move in executing their Lord’s high behests. Unable to 
behold the dazzling splendour of his uncreated effulgenee, they 
cover their faces with twain of their wings to denote their imper 
fection, and the modesty with which they look into the unsearch- 
able glories of Deity. With other twain they cover their feet, 
expressive of the profound reverence with which they worship in 


- God’s holy place, and of their consciousness that their perform- 


ances are unworthy of his notice. With the other twain they fly 
on the errands of eternal love and awful justice. John beheld a 
similar sight when he heard the voice of many angels singing— 
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” 
‘« Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 


© sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 





To Jesus, the Mediator, their cordial services have ever been 
promptly given. When brought into the world, the Father said, 
let all the angels of God worship him; and immediately they fell 
down before him. One of their number flew to announce his 
birth to the shepherds of Bethlehem, and a multitude of the 
heavenly host raised the song, ‘‘Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth and good will to men.” An angel presided over 
his infancy, guarded him against danger, and when past, recalled 
him from Egypt. No sooner was the temptation in the wilder- 
ness surmounted, keeping him in all his ways, they came and 
ministered unto him the supports of life which he refused miracu- 
lously to produce. In the garden, when sore amazed, and his 
soul exceedingly sorrowful even unto death, they appeared for 
his comfort and strength, bringing to his remembrance the word 
on which he had hoped. The appointed hour came; punctual to 
a moment, they rolled back the stone from the door of his sepul- 
chre, and salute the Lord of life rising from the bed of death.— 
Then the morning stars sang together; for it was the jubilee of 
the universe. At his triumphant ascension, they shouted, “The 
Lord is gone up, sing praises, sing praises, sing praises unto our 
God, sing praises.” ‘ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even lift 
them up ye everlasting doors, and the king of glory shall come 
in.” Fast is the day approaching when Jesus will be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels. Then the arch-angel will 
sound the trump of God, the whole band will spread over the 
fields of death, separate the righteous from the wicked, gather 
the former into the kingdom of God, and consign over the latter 
to everlasting burning. Then mingling forever with all the re- 
deemed, the burden of their sung will be—“ Worthy is the Lamb 
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that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and glory, and honour, and blessing.” 

To fraternal services among themselves, they are not inatten- 
tive. They rejoice in each other’s happiness, and to promote it 
mutually communicate their individual feelings and information 
to augment one another’s comfort, and alacrity in obedience.— 
How they communicate their ideas to one another, without vocal 
bodily organs, is a secret to mortals. That they do converse to- 
gether, however, seems certain. This may fairly be inferred from 
the mention of the tongues and language of angels, and from 
their crying to one another, and singing together. Without the 
power of mutual communication, their society would be greatly 
marre’, and an abundant source of felicity shut up. Fervent and 
perfect friendship and confidence, prevent the admission and ope- 
ration of envy among them; and a mutual exchange of kind feel- 


ings and services, enlivens the whole innumerable company of | 


angels. 

In the world they also perform much service. Though the na- 
ture, kinds, and extent of these services, are not definitely known, 
the scriptures amply recognise them. John saw four angels 
standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds 
that they should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on 
any tree. To these four angels it was given to hurt the earth.— 
Rev. vii.1—3. He speaks of the “angel of the waters,” and 
saw one stand upon the sea, and on the earth. He saw “another 
angel, who had power over fire;”” and he commanded another to 
put in his sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; 
and he gathered them and cast them into the wine-press of the 
wrath of God. He also represents the seven vials as poured out 
by seven angels, and the seven plagues as inflicted by them.— 
Though these representations are found in the symbolical lan- 
guage of prophecy, they have been generally and justly regard- 
ed as teaching that a power over the elements is delegated to an- 
gels subordinately to superintend the administration of the affairs 
of men—punishing the wicked and protecting the righteous.— 
Many particular and familiar instances, on record in the Bible, 
evince that they have frequently been thus employed. They al- 
so exercise a very extensive influence over the souls and bodies 
of men, as well as over the elements. This is fearfully exhibited 
in Satan’s possession of demoniacs, his working in the hearts of 
the children of disobedience, and in the destruction of Job’s chil- 
dren. Analogy would lead us to conclude that the power of 
holy angels, is at least equally extensive. ‘hey wield the sword 
of death in the destruction of the enemies of the Lord, and in 
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their hands bear up the righteous. The power in which these 
mighty angels excel, qualify them to be extensively the agents of 
Jehovah in the execution of his purposes. Although we know 
not the precise limits of their ability, the exploits they have per- 
formed, and the services devolved on them, demonstrate that it is 
exceedingly great. Great however as it is, they cannot act 
without the continued support of God; and even then cannot 
change the heart, nor perform a real miracle: for in him they live 
and move. ‘He turneth the heart whither soever he will. He 
alone doeth wondrous things.” 

But their chief employment here respects the church. “ For are 
they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister to them who 
are heirs of salvation.” Yes, heir of salvation, however mean, 
and insensible to your own honour, you have attendants more 
dignified than those that wait on the kings of the earth, and who 
have your welfare at heart, and rejoice to promote it. And though 
we cannot now define the extent of their services, nor of our 
obligation to these benevolent spirits, we know that they instruct, 
comfort and protect the heir of salvation. They instruct him.— 
They informed Lot concerning the destruction of Sodom, and 
directed him to escape for his own life. The angel Gabriel ex- 
plained to Daniel the prophecies concerning the church, and an- 
nounced the birth of John and Jesus. The whole Revelation of 
John was signified to him by an angel. And if Satan does sug- 
gest evil thoughts to the human mind, we may well believe that 
angels have the same access to our souls, and that we are indebted 
to them for many of the ideas that arise in our souls. They also 
comfort the people of God. Thus they comforted, by their ap- 
pearance, dismayed Jacob, and spake good words and comforta- 
ble to Daniel, and to the affrighted shepherds, saying, “‘ Fear not.” 
The principal service they afford believers, seems to be protec- 
tion. A chief part of this consists in restraining or destroying 
those that seek their hurt. Thus the angel of the Lord destroy- 
ed the first born of Egypt, and one hundred and eighty-five ma- 
gicians, and thus delivered Israel. In like manner, an angel 
smote Herod, and prevented him from killing Peter, as he had 
James. The instances of their interposition for preventing the 
wicked from injuring the righteous, are numerous. They drew 
Lot within his house, and smote the Sodomites with blindness.— 
An angel of the Lord stood in the way to oppose Baalam, hasten- 
ing to curse Israel. They encamped around Dathan, in the ap- 
pearance of horses and chariots of fire to protect the prophet 
against the Syrians. They also protect them by supplying their 
wants, and preventing them from rushing into danger. They fed 
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Elijah, when persecuted, and have not been wanting in similar 
services to other saints. And after they have attended them 
through life, they forsake them not at death, but escort their de- 
parting spirits to glory. 

It has been asked, whether particular angels are appointed to 
preside over certain countries, and whether each individual of 
the human race has an assigned guardian spirit. Many imagine 
that the former is fully taught in Daniel x. 13. 20, 21. xii. 1.— 
If the princes of Persia and Grecia, mean angels that preside 
over these respective countries, this opinion has much counte- 
nance in scripture. But this can by no means be admitted. For 
the angel that conversed with Daniel; asserts that these princes 
opposed him, and only Michael, the prince of Israel , co-operated 
with him; but we surely cannot for a moment admit the palpable 
absurdity, that one holy angel contends with and counteracts an- 
other in defending a favourite country. Such conduct was re- 
garded as common among heathen demons, but is totally incon- 
sistent ‘with the character of the ministers of God. By the princes 
of Persia and Grecia, we are to understand the governors of these 
respective countries; and by their contending, the agency of the 
one against, and the other in favour of the people of God. The 
language of the angel in conversing with Daniel, however, fully 
authorizes the conclusion, that he was then commissioned to su- 
perintend the government of Persia in favour of the Jews, and 
that other holy angels are at times employed in counteracting or 
promoting the measures of states and nations in behalf of the 
church. 

That every man has a constant guardian angel assigned to him, 
has been a common and favourite opinion. The heathen philo- 
sophers speak with great assurance of a certain demon, or guar- 
dian spirit, assigned to every one, and attending him from his 
birth to his death; and regard its agency as a principal cause of 
his good or ill success in life. Socrates talked familiarly of his 
genius. The Jews adopted the same sentiment, and it was em- 
braced by many of the Fathers, and is still held by the generality 
of Papists. This opinion has no solid scriptural warrant, and the 
passages pressed into its support appear wrested. The chief of 
these are the three following:—‘ Take heed that ye despise not 
one of these little ones; for I say unto you that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in hea- 
ven.” Mat. xviii.10. In these words our Lord does not assert 
that every little child has a constant guardian angel; but that 
the angels who minister unto them constantly behold the face of 
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his Father in heaven. Accordingly, we read of a single angei 

encompassing about those that fear the Lord; and sometimes ma- 

ny angels, as in the case of Jacob, minister at once to a single 
Christian. Neither can this be established from those contend- 
ing from the damsel declaring that when Peter spake at the gate, 
that it was his angel. Acts xii. 15. This simply states their own 
opinion, but neither voucheth for every one having a guardian 
angel, nor does it deny it. Neither can this be regarded as con- 
firmed by Paul. 1 Cor. xi.10. ‘‘ For this cause ought the woman 
to have power on her head, because of the angels.” This autho- 
rizes the conclusion, that these ministering spirits are present in 
the assemblies of the saints on earth, spectators of their conduct, 
pleased with proper and displeased with improper conduct in the 
worshippers, and that reverence is due unto them. In particular, 
Paul reminds the Corinthians that women praying or prophesy- 
ing with uncovered heads, (a veil being the symbol of female 
subjection,) were assuming the appearance, if not the reality, of 
equality with men, and thus rising above the station assigned 
them, and to dissuade them from this, mentions the presence of 
angels as spectators of their behaviour. But surely, from the 
presence of angels in a congregation of worshippers, we cannot 
infer that each has a constant guardian angel. 

It has also been asked, how we are to distinguish between the 
instruction, consolation and protection we receive from angels, 
and that which we receive from the Holy Ghost? To distinguish 
these, would be difficult, if not impossible, and seems to be use- 
less. Our duty can be acceptably performed without ascertaining 
this distinction. They are but the agents whom God employs: 
they never aspire to share his glory, and are content with the ap- 
probation of their own minds, and of their Lord. Their highest 
ambition is to be our fellow-servants, and to promote, for Jesus’ 
sake, our best interests. 

The condescension of these exalted spirits to minister to us 
should teach us to condescend to those of low degree. Their 
conduct recommends to us, not only condescension, but also 
prompt obedience, profound reverence, diligent study of the 
works and word of God, and fraternal concord and co-operation 
How glorious the dignity of the righteous in their attendants 
and society: and to Jesus we are indebted for the honour and 


benefits we derive from angels. He is the ladder on which they 
ascend and descend. 


CORRODIE 
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Selections. 


“rom Discourses by the Rew. A. Bruce, of Whitburn, Scotland. 


A CALL TO THE SPIRITUAL SLUGGARD. 
[Concluded from p. 29.} 


PRoVERBs vi. 9.—“ How long wilt thou oy O sluggard? When wilt thou 
arise out of thy sleep?” 


VII. If ever you resolve to awake and shake off your slumber, 
pow isthe fit and proper time. Though God should lengthen 
out your life and tranquillity in the world, yet you never can ex- 
pect amore convenient season. Satan, who isa liar from the 
beginning, may tell you, that you may; your own hearts may 
fondly whisper, you may; but we may tell you from God, you 
never shall. For “ now is the accepted time, and this is the day 
of salvation.”” Now, both in contradistinction to what is past, 
and that which is to come: “ As the Holy Ghost saith, to-day if 
ye will hear my voice, harden not your hearts.” Every work 
should be done inits season, and every thing is beautiful in its 
season: this is then your precious, your golden opportunity, 
in which you ought to remember your God and Redeemer, “ be- 
fore the years come in which you will say, you have no pleasure 
in them, before the light and the sun be darkned.” Dost thou, 
O sluggard, resolve to live and die as thou art; to spend life in a 
dream, and at death, assome will profanely speak, to take a leap 
in the dark ? Do you deliberately resolve to go on in the imagin- 
ation of your heart, to addsleep to sleep, and drunkenness to 
thirst, and leave all in the end to a desperate risk ? We can hardly 
believe, that there are many, if any at all, who would wish to do so. 
However wicked, careless and secure sin ners may be for the pre- 
sent, yet there are few but would wish to be otherwise ere they 
die ;—there are few that live without thoughts and resolves of 
this sort. But ali these thoughts and purposes are absolute vanity; 
while accompanied with a design of continuing yet longer in 
your present slumber. Those purposes and resolutions can never 
be sincere and good about future faith, conversion, or reformation, 
that do not issue in a present execution. They are only a 
mocking of God, and a deceiving of yourselves. 

[t you are not yet so foolish and hardened 4s to resolve to lie 
still and perish, now is your opportunity, which if you slight, it 
may be at your everlasting peril. At any rate, it will be to your 
disaivantage. You have much to lose, but can expect to gain 
nothing, by delay. What meanest thou, Osleeper ? Do you think 
that time will work a favourable change in your spiritual con- 
dition ? That the snare will break of its own accord; or the fetters 
f sin Wear out or become weaker by your continuing long to 
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bear them ? Will you accustom yourself to wickedness, in the 
‘vain confidence, that you can shake yourselves free fom old and 
inveterate habits when you please? Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the leopard his spots?”” Then may these also who are 
accustomed to do evil learn to do well. Think you your hearts 
will become better and softer by degrees ? Will they ever be 
less hard or deceitful, without the grace of God? Or will Satan 
be less busy, the world less engaging, sin less seducing, conver- 
sion more easy, or the work of mortification more pleasing to the 
flesh? Do you look for a time when God will be more near you, 
his grace more powerful, his mercy more abundant: when Christ 
will be more able or more willing to save you, or the Holy 
Spirit more earnest and urgent with you ? When the offers and 
pomises of the gospel will be more full and free; or the kingdom 
if heaven be more open for your admittance? Will ever the strait 
gate hecome wider, or the narrow way broader? Do you think 
to slumber away all difficulties; or to find yourselves translated 
to heaven at last, without being born again; and without any 
struggling or violence offered to corrupt nature? Vain imag- 
ination! You must enter in by the door, while it stands open, 
or for ever find heaven inaccessible. While you slumber and 
tarry, the gate of life may be shut altogether, but never can be 
opened; difficulties and hinderances may multiply and in- 
‘rease tenfold, but never will diminish. 

Consider the mercies you neglect, andthe enjoyments you lose, 
while you are protracting your spiritual slumber. They who 
early arise, and seek God, shall find him. Many are already 
awakened to the pleasant light, and divine life, of the gospel._— 
Many have opened their eyes to the glory of Christ, and have 
had their hearts filled with the peace of God which passeth un- 
derstanding. Heaven is begun with them uponearth; “ the 
night is far spent, and the day is at hand; for now is their salva- 
tion nearer than when they believed.” They have entered on 
the work, and the wagesof their Lord. Many, your equals, 
perhaps your inferiors, in years, have started forthe heavenly 
goal, and are making daily and rapid progress. But thou, O 
sluggard, art not yet set out! thou art left lingering behind.— 
Are you content for ever to relinquish all their prospects, and 
to bid an eternal farewell to their joys? Are you satisfied to be 
separated from the saints and the blessed for ever; and to have no 
part or lot with them? Or will it content you to come among 
the latest, to bring up the rear of this glorious company ; to stay 
as long from Christ as you can, and to see him as one born out 
of due time ? 

VoL. Iv. 6 
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But besides the good yon lose, reflect upon the evil, and the 
danger, that is present with you. While you are in this torpid 
and secure state, destruction is at hand. The law-curse and the 
wrath of God, abide on you: “ There is no peace, saith God to the 
wicked:” No peace is for you in any corner of the universe: no 
safety going out or coming in, while God is your enemy. 
You are like one standing before a bent bow, or prepared instru- 
ments of death; for God is angry with the wicked every day: if 
he turn not, “he will whet his glittering sword, he hath bent his 
bow and made it ready.” Jonah’s condition in the ship, is but a 
faint resemblance of the case of such a person: the tempest roar- 
ing, the skies thundering, the deep opening to receive him, and 
swallow himup. The insensible sinner is like one who lieth 
down within flood mark, while the sea is rising, or as one who 
sleepeth on the top of a mast? Nay, his situation is more 
perilous than his who is sunk in midnight sleep, while the house 
is in flames all aroundhim. If you value not the favour of God, 
think, O think, of the power of his anger. Is the vengeance of 
ofthe Almighty such a light thing with you as not to demand 
your serious regard ? Do you know him who hath said, “ Ven- 
geance is mine, and I will repay it;” and again, “The Lord shal} 
judge his people ;” and again, “ It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” Will you seek no shelter or hiding 
from it, nor try any method to escape from the wrath that is 
present, and also to come ? 

Remember no safety can arise from your insensibility. The 
danger is not the less, but rather increased, because you know it 
not. When they shall say, “ Peace, peace, then destruction 
cometh.” —‘ So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth. 
and thy want as an armed man.” Your eyes may be shut, and 
your ears closed; you may try to wrap yourselves close under your 
slight coverings; yet this shall not prevent nor retard your fearful 
doom. If yousleep on, everlasting perdition awaits you, for 
“how shall you escape if you neglect so great salvation?” Al! 
the threatenings of God’s book shall soon take effect on you.— 
The terrors of death and of eternal judgment shall seize you—the 
dreadful sound of them may drive youto your feet. At last your 
long slumber shall be broken; your eyes must open never more to 
enjoy repose: conscience shall arouse, never more to be quieted 
If you must awake to the liveliest sensations of sorrow and misery 
together, your awakening must be that of the rich man, who died. 
and in hell lifted up his eyes, being in torment. There are 
events approaching, which will make the securest sinner in Zion 
afraid. and the most obdurate to trembie and wail. The sum 
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mons of death, the agonies of dissolution, the descent of the Son 
of man with clouds, the awful process of judgment, the sound of 
the archangel’s trumpet, the thundering sentence ofthe Almighty 
Judge, the roaring of the Lion ofthe tribe of Judah; the mur- 
muring noise of the falling heavens, the crush of dissolving 
worlds, the raging conflagration of the universe; the smoke of 
Tophet, the flaming streams of brimstone, and all the torments of 
the burning lake—the despairing groans of the bottomless pit, 
the rage of devils, and the howlings of the damned, must at last 
awaken them, if nothing else will do it. There will not be one 
unaffected spectator among the millions convened in the great 
day; nor one sleeping prisoner in the chains of hell for ever. 
‘‘ Who shall dwell with devouring fire; and who among you can 
inhabit everlasting burnings?” Till you have gotten fairly 
above this fear, or till your thoughts be reconciled to make your 
bed in such a miserable abode for ever, where they rest not 
day nor night, you should never allow yourselves to slumber.— 
Your case is unresonable, and your peace a lying dream, while 
you remain the children of wrath, and there is but a step be- 
tween you and death. 

Finally; consider, that while you are thus indulging your- 
selves in this criminal security, an offended God may justly give 
you over to the power of a reprobate mind, to a stupid or seared 
conscience, so that you may become as those whom Paul describes, 
who were“ past feeling, whose consciences were seared a8 with a 
hot iron.” If you refuse to-day to hear his voice, he may be provo- 
ked to leave you henceforth to yourselves,and to see what your end 
will be. What if God should say of you, as he did of Ephraim, 
when joined to his idols, ‘‘ Let himalone 7?” Orswear in wrath, 
as he did against the generation who grieved him so long in the 
wilderness, saying, ‘“‘ They shall not enter into my rest?” Or 
pronounce these words, in a more alarming sense, to you, than 
Jesus did to his disciples when overcome with sleep; “Sleep on 
now, and take your rest 1” The eyes of many gospel-hearers has 
God awfully sealed up under a judicial sleep; as when a deadly 
and stupifying opiate is administered toa sick patient under a 
hopeless distemper. As it is written, “ God hath poured upon 
them the Spirit of slumber.” 

If God thus shut, who can open; if his hand thus seal, who can 
loose? How lamentable was the case of Jerusalem when the 
Redeemer said concerning her; ‘ Othat thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace, 
but now they are hid from thine eyes?” IfGod after long stri- 


‘wing, and particular dealing, witha sinner, shall say, “ Let him 
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alone: it would have been better for that man, that he had neve: 
been born :” It is the same thing as if he should say, Let him be 
Anathema Maranatha; accursed when the Lord shall come, and 
accursed for ever. It is equivalent to a sentence of damnation 
pronounced on him before-hand, binding him hand and foot for 
outer darkness. Wo unto the persons whom God thus abandons, 
to walk in their own counsels, and to sleep their sleep outright ! 
Whom he suffers to take their fill of sin, unreproved, undisturbed. 
This sore judgment, worse than the Egyptian plagues, falls on 
many under a despised gospel. Many who are hearing it from 
day to day, it is to be feared, lie under its baleful influence; 
whence they continue proof against all means for their spiritual 
healing. Divine ordinances and providential events, sermons, 
prayers, and sacraments lull them faster asleep, as if they hada 
commission for no other purpose: As if God had forbidden any 
message, stroke, or sound, to come nigh them, whereby they 
might be awakened and converted. These words in Isaiah seem 
to bear all this in them. “‘ Go and tell this people, Hear ye in- 
deed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.— 
Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and convert and be healed.’ 
Is, vi. 9, 10. 

But are any alarmed at the thought of their spiritual condition, 
and impressed with the danger of protracting the delusive 
slumber, do they listen with fear to the sharp admonition, “‘ What 
meanest thou, O sleeper, arise and call upon thy God;” they 
need not distress themselves with the overwhelming apprehension, 
that the season of divine mercy is clean gone, and that their 
awakening must be too late. The prisoners of hope may still be 
liberated, for to-day doth he still declare it. ‘‘ Whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” ‘ He that seeketh 
findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” Only let 
them beware of longer delay, lest while they, like the foolish 
virgins, are sleeping, or while they go to buy, the door should be 
finally shut. “Haste, get thee up,” as the angel said to Lot, 
when lingering in Sodom, “Escape for thy life; tarry not, lest 
thou be consumed.” 

Neither let any think, that all calls and motives urged on 
persons in such a situation must be ever fruitless, because they 
have no power whatever to raise themselves to spiritual life and 
motion. They see themselves to be wholly without strength, 
yea dead in trespasses and sins. Buta due conviction of this isa 
hopeful symptom of a begun recovery. When such addresses are 
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made to sinners, they never imply that the power of compliance, 
or of rendering them effectual, is to be found in them: but they 
are God’s appointed means a nd method of working in them all 
the pleasure of his goodness and the work of faith with power.— 
Let them never forget that he who hath said,‘ Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling,” hath also added, “ It 
is God that worketh in you to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
His word is the vehicle of his gracious power in them who are 
saved : and when he gives orders to prophecy to those who arcas 
dry and dead bones ina valley, the breath of the Lord comes, and 
the Spirit of life.enters into them. Lazarus lying bound hand 
and foot in the grave, was yet addressed by him who is“ the 
resurrection and the life,” with the arousing voice, saying, 
‘“‘ Lazarus, come forth.” The word that speaks to men, is not to 
be considered as the word of man but that of the living God— 
It produces not its influence by mere moral suasion, or the arts of 
oratory, touching the natura] springs of action, or human passions, 
but “ is mighty through God.”? Nor is the word of the Lord 
commanding or threatening, to be disjoined at any time from the 
gospel}, that brings all requisite to man’s conversion and salvation 
in promises: or those who publish it will labour in vain, and those 
who hear it will be left without benefit or hope. We preach to 
you neither the old law, nor a new one requiring you to 
believe or repent in your own strength; but we preach to 

you Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, As we assure you 
of redemption in his blood, even full and free forgiveness, so also 
of a fulness of grace and power, whereby you may awake to 
righteousness, and not sin. But while we open the door of hope, 
we must not expand one for security and presumption. While it 
is cruel to soothe sinners with the sound of peace, or to flatter 
them with a conceit of their own free-will or power, in reference 
to spiritual intererst; itis no less dangerous to lay the pillow be- 
low the head of sloth, to clap the head of presumptuous impeni- 
tence, or to exculpate spiritual impotence. None must attempt 
to separate divine means from divine ends. Nor may any under 
pretence of preaching the grace of the gospel, relax the strictest 
obligations to duty, disparage attempts at performance, or forbid 
diligence in religion, as useless, more than in other concerns of 
men. Though men are not to be told that their own duties can 
save them, they must plainly be told, that their sins, and neglect 
of duty persisted in, will damn them; that their unconverted state 
implies always a voluntary servitude to sin, and their neglect 
of commanded duty, and inability to perform it, arises from their 
unwillingness, and aversion to good: that there are many acts 
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which they never pretend to be beyond their power to perform 
in a certain manner, such as reading, praying, hearing,meditating, 
self-examination, and yet they do them not; while many others, 
which they dare not say they are compelled to, they allow them- 
selves to commit. They may be told, that when God begins, or 
promotes a good work in any, he always awakens to concern and 
sensibility, and excites to the exertion of spiritual life and 
motion: He calls, they answer; he draws, they run. But all such 
pretexts for spiritual indolence—all pleas devised for the indul 
gence of the flesh, will appear utterly vain to avail any sinner in 
judgment before God. And they are seen to be altogether 
frivolous, and the illusion vanishes away, whenever the divine 
commandment comes with energy, when the voice of conscience 
is fairly heard, and when the law of the spirit of life from Christ 
Jesus breaks every snare, and makes the captive free. The 
particular mode in which supernatural grace operates upon the 
will and faculties ofmen mustremain in a great measure inex- 
plicable, yet its reality and effects become a matter of undoubted 
experience in all those who are born from above: So aman waking 
out of natural sleep can hardly conceive by what means, or by 
what wonderful process, the exercise of those senses were before 
suspended, is restored to him, and may not be able to ascertain 
the precise moment of passing from the one state into the other 
though feeling himself awake, he will seldom trouble himself 
with impertinent cavile about the possibility or the manner of 
such a change. 

We are therefore warranted to say again to the spiritual slug- 
gard; ‘‘ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.” Conscious of your own indisposition 
and impotence, and in dependance on promised grace, “ Give all 
diligence to make your calling and election sure.” Run ye so as 
you may obtain:” And “ strive ye to enter in at the strait gate, 
for many shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” 

a 
MARTIN LUTHER’S MODEST ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF. 


Prefixed to the Edition of his Latin Works, published by order 
of the Elector of Saxony. 


(Translated from the Latin.) 


for a long time, and with much resolution, I resisted the soli- 
citations of those who wished me to publish my books, or rather, 
confused lucubrations; as well, because I was unwilling that the 
works of the ancients should be superseded by my novelties, and 
the reader be thereby hindered from reading them; as because, 
there is now extant, abundance of books methodically composed, 
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among which, the Common Places of Philip [Melancthon] excel; 
by which, the theologian and bishop may be formed, both as it 
relates to copiousness and elegance, so that he has the opportuni- 
ty of becoming powerful in preaching the doctrines of piety; es- 
pecially, since the Holy Bible may now be had in almost every 
language. But my books were produced in no regular order, but 
as the occasion prompted, or rather compelled; and form so rude 
and undigested a chaos, that they could not easily be reduced to 
order, even by myself. 

Influenced by these reasons it was my desire that all my books 
should be buried in perpetual oblivion, that there might be room 
for better works. But the importunate pertinacity of certain per- 
sons, who daily beset me, and represented that if 1 did not con- 
sent to publish them, it was most certain that after my departure 
others would do it; who would probably be ignorant of the -occa- 
sions and circumstances which gave them birth, and thus the con- 
fusion would be greatly increased—I say the importunate perse- 
verance of these persons so prevailed, that I at length consented 
to permit them to be published. To which there was added the 
wish, nay the command of our illustrious prince, Frederick the 
elector, who not only ordered the printers to prepare an édition, 
but compelled them to hasten the work. 

And now, in the first place, I beseech the pious reader, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ himself, that he would peruse these 
writings with candour, and with much tenderness. Let him 
know, that I was once a monk, and a most insane papist; and 
when I first engaged in this cause, I was so intoxicated with er- 
ror; yea, so immersed in the doctrines of the pope, that I was ful- 
ly prepared, as far as 1 was able, to put to death, or to consent to 
the death, of all who should detract one syllable from the obedi- 
ence of the pope. Such aSaul was I, that even now, there are 
not many of them, whose zeal is equal to mine. I was far from 
being so cold and icy a defender of the pope as Ecxivs, and such 
like men; who appear to me, to engage in his c..use more for the 
sake of their appetite, than as being influenced by any real con- 
cern for its success; indeed, unto this day, they appear to me, as 
epicureans, to hold the pope in derision. But | entered into this 
business conscientiously, for I laboured under awful apprehen- 
sions of the last day, and from my inmost soul, desired to obtain 
salvation. 

The reader will find, in my first writings, what great conces- 
sions I made to the pope, in the most humble manner, which in 
my later years, I hold to be little better than blasphemies; and 
which I now execrate as abominable. Pious reader, you will par- 
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don this error, and consider, that at that time I was inexperienced 
and that I stood alone, and was, in every respect, most unfit and 
unprepared to handle such matters; and I call God to witness, 
that not intentionally, but by accident, I was at first involved in 
these controversies. 

In the year of our Lord, 1517, rnpuLGeNces made their ap- 
pearance; or I ought rather to say, were promulged, in these re- 
gions, for the sake of base gain. I was then a preacher, a young 
man, and a doctor of theology, as it was called; andI began to 
dissuade the people, and earnestly to charge them not to give the 
least heed to the declamations of the preachers of indulgences; 
and in doing this, I was confident that I should have the pope for 
my patron; in the confidence of which I boldly made resistance 
to this traffic; for in his decretals, he had most explicitly con- 
demned the want of modesty in the preachers of indulgences. 

Soon after this I wrote two epistles, the one to Albert, arch- 
bishop of Mentz, who was to receive one half of the money aris 
ing from the sale of indulgences; the other half went into the 
coffers of the pope—a circumstance with which I was then entire- 
ly unacquainted: The other letter was addressed to our ordinary 
Hieronymus, bishop of Brandenburg. In these I requested, that 
these reverend persons would repress the audacity and blasphe- 
my of the preachers of indulgences. But the poor inconsiderable 
brother was condemned. Finding that I was held in contempt, 
I published a disputation and two sermons on the subject of indul- 
gences, and soon afterwards, these resolutions in which, out of 
respect for the pope, I said that indulgences ought not to be con- 
demned, but that the good works flowing from charity ought to 
be preferred to them. But this was to disturb the heavens, and 
to set the world on fire. I was accused tothe Pope. A citation 
to appear at Rome was sent to me, and the whole papacy rose up 
against me, a solitary person. These things occurred, A. D. 
1518,about the time when Maximillian the emperor, held the di- 
et, at which cardinal Cajetan attended, as legate of the pope. To 
him, Frederick our. illustrious prince, the elector of Saxony, 
went, and obtained from him, that I should not be forced to go to 
Rome, but that immediately after the dissolution of the diet, he 
would call me before him, and take cognizance of the cause him- 
self. 

In the mean time, all the Germans, weary of bearing the peel- 
ings, extortions, and innumerable impositions of the Romish buf- 
foons, anxiously waited the event of this affair; for it was a thing 
which no theologian or bishop had ever before dared to touch. 
The popular voice was in my favor, because the acts of Rome, 
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which had filled and harrassed the world, were generally detest 
ed. I went, therefore, to Augusta, on foot, and poor; but sup- 
ported by the elector Frederick, who gave me recommendatory 
letters to the senate, and to some good men of the place. I re- 
mained there three days, before I went near the cardinal, for those 
excellent persons to whom I was recommended, would not suffer 
me to go to him, until I could procure the safe conduct of Cesar. 
The cardinal, however, sent for me every day to come to him, by 
a certain orator, and this was very unpleasant to me, as I was not 
permitted to comply. But onthe third day, he came again, ex- 
postulating with me for not having come to the cardinal, who was 
ready to receive me in the most gracious manner. I replied that 
I felt bound to follow the advice of those excellent persons to 
whom I had been recommended by the elector Frederick, and it 
was their counsel that I should by no means go to the cardinal, 
until I had a safe conduct from the emperor; but this being ob- 
tained, I assured him that I would come without delay. He ap- 
peared to be excited, andsaid, “‘ What! do you think that prince 
Frederick will take up arms on your account?” I answered, that 
J had no such wish. “ Where then,” said he, “ will you re- 
main?” Under heaven,I replied. ‘If you had the pope and car- 
dinals in your power,” said he, “ what would you do to them ?” 
I would treat them, said I, jwith all reverence and respect. Up- 
on which he moved his finger, after the Italian fashion, and said, 
‘* Hem;” and went off, and never came back again. On the same 
day, it was announced to the cardinal by the senate, that the safe 
conduct of the emperor was given to me, and he was admonished 
not to determine any thing severe against me. To which, it is 
said, that he answered, “‘ Very well; however, I must do what 
my duty requires.” This was the beginning of that disturbance; 
what followed may be learned from the acrs which are publish 
ed in the following volumes. 
(Remainder in our nect.) 








Select Religious Lntelligence. 
To the Editor of the Religious Monitor, 


Sin— 

The following is an extract from an Edingburgh newspaper, called the 
Scotsman, of 19th May. As it might gratify some of your readers, I send it 
to you for insertion, if you think proper to give it a corner in the Religious 
Monitor. I am, &c. A. H. 


* Union of Seceders.—The conferences which have been for some time 
carried on between the two bodies of Dissenters, designated the Associate Sy- 
nod and the Constitutional Presbytery, were brought to a termination on 
Wednesday evening, in Dr. M’Crie’s chapel, when it was agreed that they 
should be united in one body ; and accordingly a formal union took place ir 
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Mr. Paxton’s chapel on Thursday afternoon. It was then determined that 
the united body should be denominated the Associate Synod of Original Sece- 
ders. It is also, we understand, expected, that the Original Burgher Asso- 


ciate Synod will join this body, overtures having been made by the latter 
Synod for a union, 


a 


MINUTES 


Of the Associate Synod of North America, at their Meeting at 
Pittsburgh, May 23d, 1827, and continued by adjourn- 
ment, being their twenty- -stxth Annual Meeting. 


PirtssurcH, May 23, 1827. 
The Associate Synod of North America met, and was con- 
stituted with prayer by the Rev. James Ramsay, D. D. the 
former moderator. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 


From the Presbytery of Charters. 
Ministers—John Anderson, D. D., James Ramsey, D. D., 
Thomas Allison, William Wilson, Alexander Wilson, David 
French. Elders—Alexander Miller, Lodowick M’Carge, Da- 
vid S. Archer, Robert Henderson, Thomas Biggar, James 
Patterson, Daniel Liggett. 


From the Presbytery of Ohio, 
Ministers—Daniel M’Lean, Senr., Thomas M’Clintock, Al- 
exander Murray, David Imbrie, Elijah N. Scroggs, John Do- 


naldson, David Goodwillie. Elders—John Sharp, Robert 
George, William Vance. 


From the Presbytery of Allegheny. 
Ministers—Robert Bruce, D.D., John France, David Blair,* 
Joseph Scroggs,* Hugh Kirkland.* Elders—James Young, 
William Trimble,* Alexander Hunter,* William Hazlett, James 
Sharp.* 
From the Presbytery of the Carolinas. 


Ministers—Andrew Heron, Abraham Anderson, Wm. M 
M’Elwee, John Wallace.* 


From the Presbytery of Muskingum. 
Ministers—John Walker, Samuel Irvine, Thomas Hanna, 
Daniel M’Lean, Junr. Samuel M’Lean. Elders—Andrew 
Henderson,* Thomas Lee, William M’Cracken. 
From the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
Minisier—Thomas Beveridge.* 
From the Presbytery of Cambridge. 
Ministers—Thomas Goodwillie,* Thomas Ferrier.* 
From the Presbytery of Miami. 
Minister—James Adams.* Elder—William Turnbull. 


Those marked thus, (*) were not present when Synod was constituted. 
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Mr. Heron was appointed clerk pro tem. 

The written minutes of the former meeting not being yei 
forwarded, and being expected, the Synod adjourned till 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 


Thursday, May 24. 


The Synod met and was opened with prayer. The mode- 
rator having preached last night from Is. lix. 19, last clause, 
‘¢ When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” . 

Members present as above, together with Messrs. Adams, 
Beveridge, Tho. Goodwillie, Joseph Scroggs and David Blair, 
ministers, and Andrew Henderson, Alexander Hunter, Wm. 
Trimble, and James Sharp, ruling elders. 

An excuse was offered for the absence of Mr. Pringle, which 
was sustained. 

The minutes of last year were read. 

Mr. Beveridge was chosen moderator. 

The following committees were appointed :—Committee oi 
supplies, Messrs. Adams, Allison, Hanna, Murray, Blair, A. 
Anderson, T. Goodwillie, and Beveridge. On the funds, 
Messrs. Wm. Wilson and Young. To prepare an act for a 
Fast, Mr. A. Anderson and Allison. 

In consequence of a communication from the Session of 
Baltimore, Mr. Heron was appointed their agent to represent 
their case, and added to the committee of supplies. 

The following papers were given in, viz: 

A petition from the Associate Reformed congregation oi 
Old Providence, Va. to be received into connection with us, 
and containing a declaration of adherence to our professed prin- 
ciples: Reports of the Presbyteries of Carolinas and Musking- 
um: A communication from the publishers of the Religious 
Monitor: Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge: A com- 
munication from Mr. Carson, containing a report on his mission 
to Missouri, and other papers: A call from Putnam for Mr. A. 
White, Jr. with accompanying papers: A call from Ryegate, 
Vt. for the Rev. T. Beveridge, with accompanying papers :— 
A call from the congregation of Bovina, for Mr. Finlay M’- 
Naughton, with accotapanying papers: A petition from the 
congregations of Shaver’s Creek and Stonevalley, for supply : 
Extracts from the minutes of the Presbytery of Miami, con- 
taining two protests and appeals with accompanying papers : 


Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia: Report of the 
Treasurer at Philadelphia. 


Enquiry being made respecting the observance of the Sy- 
nod’s Fast, it was found that jt had been generally observed. 
The excuses of a few who had neglected it were sustained. 
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Messrs. Murray and Donaldson were appointed a committe 
to examine the records of the Presbytery of Chartiers . 
Messrs. Wm. Wilson and D. M’Lean, Senr. to examine the 
records of the Presbytery of Muskingum; Messrs. Allison 
and A. Wilson to examine the records of the Presbytery of 
Ohio. 

The minutes of the Presbytery of the Carolinas not being 
forwarded, their excuse was not sustained. The records of 
the Presbyteries of Cambridge and Philadelphia were not for- 
warded, and their excuses were sustained. 

The subject of fasting being under consideration, the follow- 
ing motion was made and carried, viz: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report 
as soon as practicable on the propriety of observing the Sy- 
nod’s Fast, on a different day from that appointed by Synod, 
when the day appointed cannot be observed in any particular 
congregation. Messrs. Anderson, Adams, and Dr. Ramsay 
were appointed a committee. 

The Editors of the Religious Monitor having offered to 
publish the minutes of Synod gratuitously, the Synod grate- 
fully accepted the offer, and ordered five hundred copies to 
be published. 

On motion—Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
transcribe the minutes, and forward them tothe said Editors 
tor publication. The moderator and clerk of Synod, in con- 
junction with Mr. Thomas Goodwillie, were appointed a com- 
mittee for this purpose. 


The report of the Presbytery of Chartiers was read, and is 
is follows : 


REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARTIERS. 

The Presbytery agree to report to Synod, that no remaikable change has 
taken place in the Presbytery, or the congregations under their care, since the 
last meeting of Synod. 

According to the appointment of Synod, Mr. Joseph Clokey was taken on 
trial and licensed to preach the gospe! on the 4th of July last. 

As the Synod did, at thei: last meeting ‘ declare that they are not ina 
** state of union with the United Associate Synod, formed by the union of thé 
* majority of the General Associate Synod and the Associate Synod in Scot 
“land,” and did agree to ‘testify against said union, as a defection from a 
** covenanted refo’mation,” it appears to be the duty of Synod now to declar 
the :elation in which they stand to the Associate Synod, commonly dist in- 
guished by the name of the Protesting Synod. 

JAMES RAMSAY, Mod'r. 


The petition from the congregation of Old Providence was 
called up and granted, and said congregation was attached te 
the Presbytery of the Carolinas. 

The report of the Presbytery of the Carolinas was read, 
and is as follows 
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REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS. 

[he circumstances of the Presbytery are, in general, prosperous. Our va- 
-ancies have been refreshed by the very acceptable labours of Messrs Clokey 
and White. Messrs. Easton and Smart did not fulfil their appointments into 
our bounds: we understand that they were, with the consent of one of our 
members, detained by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. The necessities of 
that Presbytery appeared to justify this step. 

The competing calls for Mr. William McElwee from tbe bounds of this 
Presbytery were received and sustained : one from the united congregations 
of Gilead, Cambridge, and Sterling ; the other from Sharon, Carmel, and 
‘Tirzah : the latter was accepted. After the usual trials, Mr. McElwee was, 
on the 28th of March last, at Sharon, ordained to the office of the holy min- 
istry and installed as pastor in the charge he had accepted. 

A call for Mr. Archibald White from the united congregations of Gilead, 
Cambridge, and New Sterling has been received and sustained, as accompa- 
“ying documents will shew. 

We have not been able to send any supply to Alabama since our last re- 
vort toSynod. We believe, however, that Synod might profitably employ a 
missionary in that section of country. 

We trust that Synod will extend to us their usual liberality, and if practi- 
‘able, in a season of the year more conducive to the edification of our church- 
»s than heretofore granted. 


ANDREW HERON, Mod’r. 
The Synod adjourned till 3 o’clock. 


3 o'clock P. M. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
is above. 
Read the minutes of the last sitting. 
The following paper was presented and read, viz: 


REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 


We have still to record, with regret, the prevalence of many evils amongst 
1s; Which reminds us not only of the churches being in a militant state, but 
also that the present age is an age of apostacy and decline. Lukewarmness 
in adherence to pure reformation principles, although as, we hope, on the de- 
cline, is still, it is to be feared, prevalent. Hence we have to lament a dispo- 
sition in some to renounce a witnessing profession in gratification of personal 
resentment—in accommodation to worldly interests and prospects—or from the 
want of an enquiring temper, and a consequent readiness to be carried about 
with every wind of doctrine. We believe that, for a year or two past, there 
has been amongst our people an increasing attention to the doctrine of Public 
Solemn Covenanting, and some progress made in the knowledge of its nature 
and design. Great room, however, is yet left for improvement in this parti- 
cular. We would here take the liberty of suggesting the idea of Synod’s en- 
quiring into the compliance of its members with a former recommendation on 
this subject. A disposition to make the laws, and even the maxims of men. 
the standard of duty, is but too observable in not a few who aré members. 
With all these discouragements, we retain comfortable evidence. that the 
power of word and discipline, in preserving purity and reclaiming offenders, 
is not wholly lost ; and that the gospel has had effectual and extended, if not 
free course, and is glorified. 

We have to record a new instance of divine visitation, in reducing ow 
numbe: by death. Mr. Kennedy, a senior labourer, has been called from the 
vineyard in which he had been long employed with success. A new vacancy 
is thus left to deplore its loss, and through us to raise its cry to you for neces- 
sary supply of ordinances. At a late meeting of our Presbytery, another of 
its members, Mr. Isaac, tendered his demission of his charge, which, from a 
view of existing and previous state of things in that congregation, Presbytery 
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deemed it conducive to general edification to accept. Another Vacant charge, 
therefore, of much importance to the cause, not only from its numbers, but 
also from its being a connecting link between our older congregations, and 
the places lately occupied by the Synod’s missionaries, is in this manner 
thrown helpless upon our care ; while our hands are greatly weakened by the 
loss of a member, having but two settled ministers remaining, and they situa- 
ted at a distance of 370 miles from each other. 

A call for Mr. Joseph Clokey has been regularly made out and sustained, 
from Xenia and Sugar Creek. It is hoped that Synod will take the destitute 
state of this congregation, with their previous disappointment, and the extreme 
necessity of Presbytery into their consideration, and use means, in case of ac- 
ceptance, to have Mr. Clokey settled as a coadjutor among us. 

The appointments of supply have been, with the exception of Messrs. Mc 
Elwee and Smart, substantially fulfilled; and Presbytery enabled to afford 
very reasonable waterings to vacancies in the Lord’s vineyard. It is with 
gratitude to Synod for past attention to our requests, that we solicit a contin- 
uation cf their liberality in granting us supply 

We have only further to pray the attention of Synod to the question oi 
singing odes on sacred subjects in singing schools; and also to state, that the 
scarcity of copies of the Synod’s act of 1811, on slavery, renders it impossible 
to instruct our people in that subject, who live in slave holding states ; and to 
beg leave to recommend the plan of republishing the act in a separate form, 
in order to facilitate its circulation. 

JAMES ADAMS, Clerk pro. tem. 


The report of the Presbytery of Muskingum was read, and 

is as follows : 
REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM. 

According to the appointment of the Synod, this Presbytery held its first 
meeting on the 23d August, and after sermon by Mr. Walker, from Matthew 
xxviii. 20: Lo [amwith you alway even to the end of the world, was constitute 
with prayer. Same changes have taken place in that portion of the church 
committed to our care, which we beg leave to report. A call from the united 
congregations of Jonathan’s Creek, Truro, and Licking, was sustained for Mr. 
Samuel M’Lane, which he accepted ; and after having given the usual proba 
tionary exercises to the satisfaction of Presbytery, was ordained and instal 
led pastor of said congregations on the 18th of April last. Two calls have 
been sustained by Presbytery, one from the congregations of Mount Pleasant, 
M’Mahan’s Creek, and Belmont, for Mr. J. Clokey; and one from the con- 
gregations of Loudondery and Sharon, for Mr. M. Snodgrass. We request 
the Synod to take such measures as will afford us an early opportunity of pre- 
senting these calls for acceptance. A number of vacancies have been organ 
ized since our first meeting, and the Presbytery have received urgent applica 


tions from different places for supply of gospel ordinances. The prospects « 
a large increase in that section of the church, under our immediate care ar 
very flattering. Were it possible for us to employ a missionary at our own 
expense, or that of the Synod, to itinerate for some time in those destitut 
places which are yet unorganized, we would anticipate, through the divine 
blessing, the most happy results. The harvest with us is great. An extensive 
and interesting field for ministerial labour, is opened in our bounds. We sub 
mit to Synod the propriety of expending a sinall portion of the Funds at 
their disposal, in defraying the expences of a missionary, in cherishing thes: 
new and promising beginnings. Many of these places are remote from any 
member of Presbytery, and it cannot be expected that they will at jirst bi 
able to give such compensation as would justify the Presbytery in sendin; 
them supply. sy order of Presbytery. 
THOMAS HANNA. Presb’y Clerk 

The report of the Presbytery of Cambridge was read, and 

is as follows: 
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REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


in reviewing the occurrences of the past year, we find cause both of la- 
mentation and rejoicing. Although there is in general among us, a good 
y»utward attendance on public ordinances; there is also much formality and 
‘ukewarmness. Although there is a good.degree of liberality in contri- 
outing of earthly substance for the promotion of the interests of the Redeem- 

er’s kingdom,there is nevertheless too much evidence of the prevalence of a 
worldly spirit. Although there is no dissatisfaction with the principles of 
our witnessing profession expressed, there is evidently herein a lamentable 
degree of ignorance and indifference among us, While respectable acces- 
sions are made to most of our settled congregations, some of our vacancies 
appear to be ina declining condition,.and loudly demand greater attention 
than we have been able to bestow upon them. 

We are called to record, with gratitude, doings of the Lord, which are 
calculated to yield encouragement. From different places in the state of 
New-York, and from Upper and Lower Canada, petitions,for supply of Ser- 
mon, have been forwarded to us. We have reason to hope, that, if our 
means of sending aid to these places were equal to our desires, an effectual 
introduction of a pure dispensation of the gospel would soon be realized. 
We cannot but indulge a hope that the time is not remote, when many 
‘hroughout our widely extended bounds, will learn the evils of the present 
fashionable latitudinarian schemes, and feel constrained to unite with us, in 
maintaining an explicit testimony for the truths of God, and against the er- 
rors Which abound. May the time to favor Zion come. 

The following are the particular occurrences which we deem proper to 
report: according to the direction of Synod, Messrs. Finlay McNaughton 
and Archibald White, Jr. were taken on trial, for license, having given 
entire satisfaction in all the parts of trial, they were on the 19th of June last 
licensed tu preach the everlasting gospel. 

Mr. Thomas Goodwillie having accepted the call from the congregation 
{f Burnet, and having given satisfaction in the usual trials, was on the 28th 
if September last. ordained to the office of the holy ministry, and installed 
:s one of the Pastors of that congregation. 

The call from the united congregations of Stamford, Thorold and Beaver 
Dam, was presented to Mr. John Russell. In consequence of occurrences 
Mr. Russell requested that he might be permitted to defer acting upon this 
all until he might ascertain more fully the condition of those congregations: 
‘his request was granted. That he might be more extensively useful in 
hat place, we deemed it expedient, to proceed to his ordination. Having 
viven satisfaction in the usual trials, he was on the 31st of October last or- 
iained to the work of the ministry, and immediately proceeded to Stamford. 

A call from the congregation of Ryegate, for the Rev. Thomas Bever- 
idge—and another from the congregation of Bovina, for Mr. Finlay Mc- 
Naughton, and another from the congregation of Putnam, for Mr. Archi- 
bald White, Jr, have been sustained. ‘These calls we forward to Synod in 
hopes that they may be presented, accepted, and the individuals named 
sent immediately unto our bounds. 

Messrs. Horace Thompson, James McGeoch, James Wallace, and David 
Gordon have pursued their Theological studies under our care,—and in ap- 
plication, improvement, and general deportment have given entire satisfac- 
tion. 

Synod will readily perceive the propriety of giving us a large share of 
lisposable supply. During the past autumn and winter, we have been favor- 
ed with the very acceptable services of the Rev. Mr.Gordon : otherwise our 
vacancies would have received very little supply. as he is theonly minister. 
without charge within our bounds, who takes constant regular appoint- 
ments. 


Ardently desiring that the great head of the church may kindly preside 
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over the Associate Synod, when met in judgment, we humbly presen: 
this our report. By order of Presbytery. 
JAMES IRVINE, Pres’ry Clk. 


The report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia was read, and 
is as follows: 
REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The Presbytery’s report for this year, will embrace circumstances of no 
small interest and importance, as respects themselves and the congregations 
under their care. The reduction of our number by the choice which our be- 
loved, brother Mr. Gordon made, of going into the bounds of the Presbytery 
of Cambridge, instead of continuing with us, rendered it difficult for the two 
remaining members to hold meetings of Presbytery, considering the advanced 
age of the one, and the ill health of the other. By such exertions, however 
as Pravidence enabled them toinake, they have great cause to be thankful’ 
that the interesting vacancies, looking to them for the dispensation of gospe? 
ordinances, have not suffered so great a privation as they had reason to fear.’ 
By Mr. Russeil’s going off before the term of his appointment had expired, we 
were deprived of his services for four Sabbaths. It pleased Providence alse 
to try our infant vacancy in Baltimore, with a serious disappointment, by 
casting Mr. Miller upon a bed of sickness, which lasted several weeks, while 
under @ppointment to preach there. The yery kind attention of our worthy 
brother, Mr. Heron, relieved us greatly in respect to Baltimore. He was so 
good as to supply there 6 or 7 Sabbaths, much to the comfurt and encourage- 
ment of the congregation. By this means they had the opportunity of cele- 
brating the Lord's supper, for the first time since they were organized. And 
the Presbytery thinks it not improper to advert to the christian spirit shewn 
by some members of Philadelphia congregation on that solemn occasion, to 
our brother in Baltimore. A number of them, men and women, came a hun- 
dred miles to shew forth, with the small society there, the Lord’s death, ‘till 
he come again. _ A call fromthe united congregation of Octorara, Oxford and 
Muddyrun, for Mr. W. Easton, was sustained October last, and at the pres- 
ent meeting of Presbytery, April 18, has been accepted Ly him, and hic owdi 
nation fixed for the 7th of June. A call from the congregation of Philadel- 
phia, for Mr. T. Beveridge, has been likewise sustained. But although both 
the Presbytery and the congregation were desirous of a speedy settlement, 
Mr. B. declined accepting the call, till by making trial for a considerable 
time, he might be able to ascertain whether the situation would suit his 
health and constitution, or not. And the congregation having learnt his 
wish in that particular, have forwarded a petition that he may be appointed 
their constant supply for a year. The Presbytery therefore hope, that the Sy- 
nod will give full effect to their wishes by appointing Mr. Beveridge into their 
bounds, till next meeting of Synod. By such orderings of Providence, the 
Presbytery are disposed to indulge the hope that the Lord, who has been ma- 
king breaches among us, is about to repair our breaches. Considering the 

irgent necessity they were under of usingevery means, which appeared to 
promise success, in providing for our vacant congregations, the Presbytery, 
besides retaining Mr. Easton, as under call, solicited Mr. Smart, to continue 
in our bounds for the time he was appointed to the Presbytery of the Carolinas, 
of which notice was given to said Presbytery, or a member of it. After he 
had been for some time in the bounds of said Presbytery, he returned in Dec. 
and has since been usefully employed in our vacancies. When the Synod 
take into view the circumstances above stated, and when ‘ve inform them fur- 
ther, that at Mr. Miller’s earnest request to be allowed ‘o attend the Halli 
last session, the Presbytery relinquished their claim to his service for Dec. 
Jan. Feb. and March, it ishoped the Presbytery will stand justified before, 
the Synod in securing the services of these preachers, especially as it is under- 
stood that Mr. Miller often preached during these months. After being in- 
formed of the call from Philadelphia, an exchange was proposed, and parti- 
ally effected between Mr. Beveridge and Mr. Miller. Last October, the 
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Presbytery admitted two young men, D. Gordon, and James Wallace, to the ) 
study of Divinity. And that they might enjoy greater advantages for im- 
provement than they could have by continuing under the immediate care of | 
the Presbytery—the Presbytery had previously addressed a request to the — 
Presbytery of Cambridge, to appoint one of their number to take these stu- | 
dents under his tuition, till the Synod shall take order about reestablishing the | 
Eastern Theological Seminary. The request was concurred in, and Mr. 
Alexander Bullions appointed temporary teacher, under whose instiuctions 
Messrs. G. & W. were placed last winter. It should have been noticed sooner, 
that Mr. W. Easton was licensed on the Ist June, and Mr. J. G. Smart on the 
17th August. Mr. Joseph Banks has delivered two discourses before the Pres- 
bytery, or members of it, which were approved; and is expected to deliver 
some more in the course of the semmer. While the Presbytery have to report 
some things favourable in their circumstances, it is with concern that they are 
obliged also to state, that Mi. Clarkson has found it necessary, from continued 
ill health, to offer a resignation of his pastoral charge, the acceptance of which 
is only delayed,till next meeting, that his congregations may be duly notified. 
They, therefore,may be considered as in the list of vacancies. And the Synod,. 
viewing all circumstances, will see the necessity of allowing this Presbytery as 
liberal a supply of preachers and ministers without charge as may be in their 
powerto grant. The constant service of three, besides Mr. Beveridge, will be 
needed. And the Presbytery empower their brother ,Mr. Beveridge, to repre- 
sent their case, and enforce their claims upon the sympathy of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
April 19, 1827. F. PRINGLE, P.C. 


An excuse for the absence of Mr. Gordon was offered, which 
was sustained. 


The report of the Presbytery of Ohio was read, and is as 
follows : 


REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 


Since our last report, peace and comfort have reigned among uS; our con- 
gregations are increasing, and attention is given to the ordinances of divine 

race. 

. On the 8th of August, Mr. Isaac Baggs having delivered his preparatory 
trials to the satisfaction of Presbytery, he was licensed to preach the gospe!. 

Agreeably to the instructions of Synod, Messrs. Ramsey, Wilson, and 
Walker, met with our Presbytery; with their assistance we took up, and set- 
tiled the cause of Mr. McLintock, and on his submission to the admonition of 
Presbytery, he was restored to his former standing. 

A call for Mr. Isaac Baggs, has been sustained from the united congrega- 
tions of Mercer, Springfield and Rocky Spring : this call has been presented 
to him and accepted. 

It is earnestly requested of Synod, that Mr. Baggs be appointed to our Pres- 
bytery immediately, as the situation of his charge from his long absence, on 
the appointments of Synod will require his presence among them. 

Messrs. Baggs, Snodgrass, and Ferrier have fulfilled their appointments 
with us; by their assistance our hands have been strengthened; and the in- 
terests of our vacancies promoted. 

A call has also been sustained for Mr. Matthew Snodgrass, from the uni- 
ted congregations ef Cherry Run and Connant, this call has also been pre- 
sented to Mr. Snodgrass, and by him accepted. y 

We have still a number of members destitute of divine ordinances ; and it 
is expected the attention of Synod will be directed towards them, and ap- 
pOint us as much supply as possible. 


ALEXANDER MURRAY, Cl’k. 
May 24, 1827. 


The Presbytery of Ohio having reported their presentation 
of a call to Mr Baggs, before the expiration of his probation- 
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arty year, the following motion was made and carried, viz :— 
That the Synod express their disapprobation of the conduct 
of the Presbytery of Ohio in this instance. From this decis- 
ion Messrs. Imbrie, Murray, D. M’Lean, sen. and William Wil- 
son, wished their dissent to be marked. 


Mr. Carson’s report of his mission to Missouri was read, and 
is as follows : 


REPORT, &c. 

By the appointment of last Synod, I was to itinerate five months, begin- 
ning with the first of October, in the states of Indiana, Illinois and Missouri. 

Presbytery having met at Massies Creek, Ohio, about the last of Sep- 
tember, I was detained till after the first Sabbatl1 of October. In pursuing 
my route through Indiana, I was unable to get farther than Carmel, on the 
second Sabbath, The third, was spent at Clarke, one of the Presbytery’s 
vacancies; the fourth, at Bloomington ; the fifth at Fredonia, and the first 
Sabbath of Nov. near Princeton, The two next were spent in Illinois, viz. 
one at Springfield, Sangamon county, and the other near Carrolton, Greene 
county. Having crossed the Mississippi river, and spent two Sabbaths in 
the congregation, organized by your former missionary in Pike and Lin- 
cola counties, Missouri, it was judged expedient and proper to penetrate 
into the interior of the state. Accordingly an excursion was made up the 
Missouri river, and several counties on each side of it were explored. The 
second Sabbath of December was spent in Howard county, and the third 
in Cole county. Several families were found desirous of having a more 
pure dispensation of gospel ordinances ; but none who had professedly and 
openly espoused our witnessing profession. On my return, a few families 
were found in Callaway county, who had belonged to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, but some of them expressed a preference 
for David’s Psalms as the matter of their praise, and intimated a desire to 
have preaching. By a previous arrangement, my appointments in Pike 
and Lincoln counties precluded the possibility of a delay to preach even a 
week day, or night. I therefore made an appointment of returning and 
preaching on the second Sabbath of January ; and in the good providence 
of God, was enabled to fulfil it. 

Having spent ten Sabbaths in Missouri, viz. seven in Pike and Lincoln 
counties, and three in the places above mentioned ; in returning home, the 
first Sabbath of February was spent in Kaskaskia, Illinois ; the two next in 
Randolph county, about 18 miles from Kaskaskia ; the fourth Sabbath of 
Feb. in Trigg county, Kentucky; and the first of March in Davidson coun- 
ty, Tennessee. 

Frequent opportunities offered of preaching on week days and nights, 
which were embraced ; so that sometimes I preached as oftey as four times 
in the week. ‘These meetings were generally well attended, except during 
parts of the season which were peculiarly inclement. 

The ordinance of Baptism was dispensed in different places ;—in some 
of which to the children of those who had been admitted upon either exam- 
imation or certificate by your former Missionary, and in others, to the chil- 
dren of those who applied for the first time to be connected with our pro- 
fession. In one instance it was dispensed to an adult, whose mother, a 
member of our church, presuming on the probabilily of her husband joining 
with her, had, when enjoying a stated dispensation of ordinances, neglected 
it until too late. 

It was very desirable, and would have been highly gratifying to have dis- 
pensed the Lord’s Supper to the congregation in Missouri; but on acoount 
of the scattered residence of the members, the severity of the weather, 
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their having no house appropriated to public worship, together with some 
other circumstances in the situation of the congregation, i: was ju’ged not 
expedient. } 

One of the Elders elected, though he had been ordained in another 
branch of the Presbyterian church, was not formally admitted a member 
of our church previous to his election, On account of this, with another 
occurrence, it seemed necessary to re-examine him on the distinguishing 
doctrines of our profession, which was done, and with a certificate of dis- 
mission from the congregation with which he had been formerly connected, 
he was admitted. The lateness of the period and a disappointment in as- 
sembling the members prevented a renewed expression of adherence to 
their former vote. 

A public examination was held at each of the three places of preaching. 
And each of the families of members and adherents was privately visited 
and catechised. The baleful effects of their not having, at least for some 
years, enjoyed these essential and very valuable parts of ministerial and 
pastoral labours, are most lamentably visible. In most parts of these states, 
the meaning of these duties is yet to be learned for the first time ; while in 
the few families scattered here and there, whose heads have been raised 
under a stated dispensation of ordinances, the knowledge of them needs to 
be revived. The natural consequence of this state of things, is, either a to- 
tal neglect of, or but a partial and formal attention to the duties of family 
worship, parental catechising, instruction, exhortation, &c. 

Thus the dominion of ignorance and delusion extends, and the rising off- 
spring even of those parents who themselves had been better taught, are 
falling a prey to the most erroneous and destructive doctrines and practices. 
The itinerant minister of Christ meets with as loud calls, and as powerful 
motives to the duty of “ teaching from house to house,” as wel! as “publicly,” 
as can be presented in any settled congregation, 

A petition from the congregation in Missouri, for the continuance of the 
mission, accompanies this report ; together with one from a number of in- 
dividuals in Randolph county, Illinois, ‘Three of the signers to this last 
petition are heads of families in full communion with our church ; two of 
them having lived for several years destitute of a dispensation of public or- 
dinances according to that profession which they had made, and the other 
with his wife, having been admitted into full communion during the time [ 
spent among them. 

I carried with me afew copies of the Testimony,M uckersie’s Catechism, 
the Warning, &c. and have found that the distribution of sound books on 
doctrinal and practical divinity is greatly needed. 

From the contributions of the people of Missouriand others, there remains 
a surplus above my travelling expences of forty dollars, which is herewith 
transmitted to the Synod’s Treasurer. 

It is deemed unnecessary to urge arguments upon the Synod for a con- 
tinuance of the mission annually without interruption ; suffice it to say, that 
the arguments presented to your consideration in the report of your former 
Missionary, must be felt with tenfold force by one who Visits these rapidly 
populating regions of the west, and in the light of inspired truth contem- 
— the reign of ignorance, infidelity, delusion and profaneness of every 
kind, 

I shall only remark further, that no spectacle has been more humbling 
and painful than the frequent monuments met with of ministerial neglect 
and unfaithfulness. The ruinous effects of these in families who have 
more or less recently emigrated from a stated dispensation of ordinances 
professedly administered even under the banner of a Testimony for Truth, 
are the most alarming and appalling. 

Submjssively in the Lord, yours, &c. 
D. CARSON 
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RECEIPTS. 
From Salt River, Mercer county, ny ; $3.40 
—— Sugar Creek, Ohio, 2.00 
—— Clarke, Indiana. 4.00 
—— Mrs. Swan, near Bloomington, Indiana, 1.00 
—— Walnut Ridge, do. : 2.87 
—— James Gowan, Fredonia, do. 50 
—— William Woods, and other, Princeton, Indiana, 3.50 
—— James Pinkerton, Green county, Illinois, 37 
—— John M’Millan, Randolph county, Illinois, 2.00 
—— Robert Pollock, do. do. 2.00 
Samuel Boyd, do. do. 1.00 
—— James Straghan, do. do. 50 
—— Hugh Brown, do. do. 25 
—— James Brown, Sen. Jackson county, Illinios, 50 
—— William Brown, do. do. 50 
—— William Adair, do. do. 50 
—— John M’Caughan, Esq. Trigg county, Kentucky, 2.00 
—— Peter Lesley, Davidson county, Tennessee, . 2.00 
—— Peter Galloway, Lincoln county, Missouri, 10.00 
—— William Galloway, do. do. , 4.50 
—— John Love, do. do. 4.50 
—— John Galloway, dv. do. 3.50 
—— Nancy Wilson, do. do. 3.00 
—— David Porter, do. do. ; 2.00 
—— Samuel Gladney, do. do. 1.00 
-—— James Wilson, do. do. 1.50 
~——- James Galloway, do. do. , 1.00 
—— Joseph Corroll, Pike county, Missouri, 3.00 
—— Alexander Allison, do. do. 2.00 
—— David Tomb, do. do. 1.50 
John M’Key, do. do. 3.00 
—— John January, do. do. : 2.00 
—— David L. Tomb, do. do. 1.00 
John Venable, do. do. 1.00 
—— William M’Connell, do. do. 25 
—— Alexander Rogers, Ralls county, Missouri, . 2.00 
—— Andrew Rogers, do. do. 2.00 
—— Daniel Henderson, Galloway county, Missouri, 2.50 
—— Jacob Newman, Cooper county, Missouri, 1.00 
—— Thomas Minnis, Howard county, do. 1.00 
—— John Minnis, do. do. ; 62 
Whole amount, , , ; $81.77 
Travelling expences, ; , . 41.77 
Amount transmitted to Synod’s Treasurer, | $40.00 


A petition from Shaver’s Creek was read, and transmitted 
to the committee of supplies. 

The report of the treasurer at Philadelphia was read, and 
transmitted to the committee on the funds. 

A call from the congregation of Ryegate, to the Rev. Tho- 
mas Beveridge, was read, with accompanying documents, and 
presented to the candidate, but was not accepted. 
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The Synod then took into consideration the request of the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, to appoint Mr. Beveridge in their 
bounds for one year, and unanimously agreed to it. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 


Friday, May 25. 

Synod met and opened with prayer. Members present as 
before, except Mr. France, absent without leave. 

Mr. Kirkland appeared and took his seat. 

A call, with accompanying documents, was laid before Synod 
for Mr. A. Wihte, from the united congregations of New 
Sterling, Cambridge, and Gilead, in the Presbytery of the 
Carolinas. 

The Synod resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Dr. Ramsay in the chair. The committee, on rising, reported 
the transmission of a paper presented by Mathew R. Atcheson, 
praying for a reconsideration of his case, as formerly before 
Synod. 

The members of the Ohio Presbytery requested an extra- 
judicial meeting, for advice in a particular case, which was 
granted. 

When the Synod resumed their business, a communication 
was received from James Millar, containing a petition and 
complaint relative ta the Synnd’c procedure in his case at last 
wneeting. 

The following motion was made and seconded, and laid on 
the table, viz :—Whereas, it is commonly reported and _ be- 
lieved, that the act of the Associate Synod, on the subject 
of slavery, is not executed by the Presbyteries, in connection 
with the Synod, it is therefore Resolved, That this Synod take 
immediate steps to see their act, on the subject of slavery, ex- 
ecuted according to the intent and provisions thereof. 

A file of papers, transmitted by the Presbytery of Miami, 
was taken into consideration. These papers referred to a 
dispute between Bobert Moodie, an elder of Massie’s Creek 
congregation, and James Buick, a member of said congrega- 
tion, respecting the sale of a piece of land. They contained 
two protests and appeals against the decision of the Presbyte- 
ry of Miami, in the case: one from Robert Moodie, and the 
other from James Buick. Extracts from the minutes of the 
Miami Presbytery, and also extracts from the records of the 
Massie’s Creek session, relative to the case, were read; and 
afterwards other papers as evidence, and the protests, with 
their reasons. Rut before the reading of the reasons and the 
Presbytery’s answers were concluded, the Synod adjourned til! 
3 o'clock. Closed with prayer. 








3 o'clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above, except John Sharp, absent with leave. 

Read the minutes of the last sitting. 

Mr. Kirkland’s reasons of absence from the former sitting ot 
Synod were sustained. 

The Synod proceeded to hear the remaining papers trans- 
mitted by the Miami Presbytery, in the case of Messrs. Moodie 
and Buick. When all the papers were read, the original com- 
plaint of Buick against Moodie was taken up. The Presby- 
tery of Miami, as the party appealed from, were heard in ex- 
planation, and the members of Synod proceeded to express 
their views on the whole charge. Before coming to any de- 


‘ision, the Synod adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning 
Closed with prayer: 


Saturday, May 26. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members 
present as above, except Messrs. French, Kirkland, Haslet, 
Millar and Patterson, absent with leave. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Resumed the consideration of the unfinished case of Mr 
Moodie, and after some conversation onthe subject, a resolu- 
tion was offered and agreed to, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to bring in a resolution embracing the whole case of Moo- 
die. Dr. Ramsay, Meccre Allison and A. Anderson, the com- 
mittee. 

Entered on the consideration of Mr. Buick’s protest. The 
papers were again read, and the Presbytery of Miami heard 
in explanation. After the Synod had expressed their views 
on the subject, a motion was mode and carried, that the matter 
be referred to the committee appointed in the case of Moodie. 

Adjourned to meet on Monday, at half past ten o’clock 
Closed with prayer. 

Monday, May 28. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above, together with the Rev. Messrs. John Wallace and 
Thomas Ferrier: also, Wm. Woods, elder, in the room of 
Jas. Young ; John Johnson in the room of Jas. Sharp; Matth. 
Nelson in the room of Mr. Millar; Wm. Smilie in the room of 
Mr. Biggar; John Brownlee in place of Mr. Patterson; D. 
Bowers in place of Mr. Liggitt; Jas. Brown in the room of Mr. 
McCarrol. 

An official communication was received from the clerk of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, in reply to the communica- 
tion formerly addressed to that body by this Synod. 

A motion was made and carried, that the Synod proceed to 
make provision for the congregation of Baltimore. In pursu- 
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ance of the agreement, Jas. Irvine was appointed to supply it 
chat congregation during the month of July, and in case of his 
failure, Mr. Pringle to take his place; Mr. Peter Bullions in 
August; Mr. Martin in September and October, Sabbaths first 
and second, and Mr. Beveridge in case of failure; Mr. Heron 
the remainder of October, November, and December, Sabbath 
first and second; Mr. James Whyte, April and May, till the 
meeting of next Synod. ‘The intermediate time was left to 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia to make arrangements for Bal- 
timore, as their ability will permit. 
Adjourned till half past two o’clock. Closed with prayer 


Half past 2 o'clock. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above. 


Read the minutes of the last meeting. 

Messrs. Ferrier and Wallace offered their excuses for ab- 
sence from the former sittings, which were sustained. Other 
members who were absent during the previous sederunt, gave 
in their excuses, which were satisfactory, except that of J 
Scroggs, which was not sustained. 

The communication from the Reformed Presbyterian Synod 
was taken into consideration; and after some conversation, a 
resolution was offered and adopted, That a committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a draught of a reply to be addressed by the 
Synod to the committee of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod. 
Dr. Anderson and Dr. Ramsay were appoined a committee for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Pringle’s resignation of clerk, presented at last meeting 
of Synod, was accepted; and the thanks of Synod was tender- 
ed to Mr. Pringle for his long and faithful services. Mr. Heron 
was then elected clerk in his room. 

The committee appointed to report on the subject of a new 
edition of the Declaration and Testimony, being called upon, 
stated that some progress had been made; but that they were 
not prepared to report upon the subject. ‘The committee was 
continued, and enjoined to report at next meeting of Synod. 

A committee was appointed to report, before the Synod 
rise, on the question left on the minutes last year for conside- 
ration, viz: Has a minister, &c. Messrs. Wm. Wilson, J 
Scroggs and Murray, the committee. 

Next meeting of Synod to be held at Philadelphia, on the 
4th Wednesday of May next, at 4 o’clock. Sermon at half 
past 7. 

The committee appointed to report on the question relative 
to the Synod’s Fast were, at their own request, discharged. 

The competing calls for Mr. White, from the congregations 
f Putnam and Gilead, were, on motion, transmitted to the 
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Presbytery of the Carolinas, with instructions to present them 
and any other call or calls that may be prepared previous to 
the time of presentation. 

The petition of Matt. R. Atcheson for a review of his case 
was called up and rejected, as the Synod could perceive no 
aew or additional reasons why they should decide in a way 
different from that in which they had formerly decided. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 


Tuesday, May 29. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members preseh' 
as above. 


Read the minutes of the last sitting. 
The report of the Board of Managers of the Western The- 
ological Hall was presented and read, and is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE WESTERN 
THEOLOGICAL HALL. 

At the close of the session, in March, 1827, when the board was appointed 
‘o meet, it was found that eleven students had attended—Wm. Dawthet, 
Samuel and John Hindman, and Nathaniel] Ingles. three sessions; James 
M’Carroll, Nathan Miller, James Templeton, John Wallace and Samuel 
Wilson, two sessions; James Bruce and James Rodgers, one session. The 
students delivered discourses, which gave general satisfaction, and they were 
examined on the Hebrew Bible, which they read with case. 

We cannot close this report without mentioning, with sorrow, the death o! 
James White, student, who had attended three sessions. 

WILLIAM WILSON. 


The report of the Presbytery of Allegany was read as follows 


REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHENY. 
We do gratefully acknowledge the kindness of Synod, in affording us, for 
the last year, supply in some measure proportioned to our necessity, 
whereby the languishing hopes of our vacancies have been revived, and, we 
trust, the cause we are engaged in much benefitted. It it is with pleasure we 
report to Synod, that there ts a call in our hands from the Asociate Congre 
gation of Red Bank and Upper Piney, for Mr. Matthew Snodgrass ,aud re 
quest Synod to appoint him as soon as possible to our bounds, that we may 
present it to him; or, if there are calls from other places for the same person 
the matter is humbly submitted to Synod. 
Mr. James Rodgers was admitted last fall to the study of Theology. 
Signed by Order of Presbytery, 
HUGH KIRKLAND, C’’k. 


Messrs. Walker and Hanna were added to the Board of Ma 
nagers of the Western Theological Hall. 

The committee of supplies gave in their report. Relare 0 
final decision on the report, a motion was made and carried, 
that the Synod proceed to make provision, if practicable, for 
the appointment of a missionary, or missionaries, to Missouri. 
After some conversation on the subject, Mr. Walker was ap- 
pointed on the mission for three months, commencing with the 
ist of October. The Presbytery of Chartiers was appointed 
fo supply Mr. Walker's pulpit during the month of October 
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Mr. James P. Millar, was also appointed on said mission for 
four months, commencing with October. The Presbytery of 
Muskingum were ordered to take Mr. Millar immediately on 
trials for ordination, with a view to this mission. The afore- 
said missionaries were authorized to meet in Presbytery at such 
times and places asthey may think fit, and transact whatever 
business, connected with the missionary field, may come before 
them. The missionaries were authorized to draw upon the 
missionary fund, before setting out, for defraying of their ex- 
penses, to the amount of $50 each. 

The report of the committee of supplies was then recommit- 
ted. 

The committee in the case of Moodie and Buick reported ; 
and after some remarks, the report was recommitted for 
amendment. While this committee were withdrawn, the com- 
mittee appointed to review the records of the Presbytery of 
Chartiers reported, that they had examined these records and 
found them correct. 

The aforesaid committee, in the case of Moodie and Buick, 
gave in their report as amended, which was adopted, and is as 
follows : 

The committee on the causes brought before Synod by protests and appeals 
‘om the Presbytery of Miami, beg leave to suggest, That as there would, in 
the present case, be much difficulty in proceeding in the usual way of affirm- 
ing or reversing the decisions of the Presbytery, the following method should 
be adopted for disposing of these causes, so that justice may be done to the 


parties concerned, and the general interests of religion secured, as far as is 
practicable, under present circumstances. 
IN THE CASE OF ROBERT MOODIE, 

Resolved, That the charges of fraud and unfaithfulness, as contained in 
the libel presented by James Buick, the Synod do not find proved : yet, that 
the conduct of Robert Moodie, in the case of a paper (see No. 5, entitled 
spurious copy) given by him to Buick and M’Laughlin, in which he, without 
the consent or knowledge of said Buick and M’Laughlin, narrowed the boun- 
daries of land surveyed in the presence and with the consent of all parties 
concerned, (see Mr. Collier’s certificate, No. 4,) and which he took away 
from said Buick and M’Laughlin, without their consent, appears to have been 
so improper, and so calculated to excite the suspicion of fraud and unfaith- 
fulness, that said Robert Moodie is deserving of some degree of censure : And 
further, it is agreed to remit the case of R. Moodie, ashe now stands before 
Synod, to the session of Massie’s Creek, directing them to deal with him, and 
issue the matter as they may judge to be most foi the edification of the church. 

IN THE CASE OF JAMES BUICK, 

Resolved, That although Synod agree with the Presbytery that it is unjus: 
to take advantage of a*neighbour’s ignorance in a contract, yet it does not ap- 
pear to have been clearly proved that James Buick intended to do so in the 
case under review. Other matters appearing in the papers before us, in J. 
Buick’s case, in which he was found censurable by the session, are not affect- 
ed by this decision. 

The following motion was made and seconded, viz : 

“ Synod having «t their last meeting declared, that a majo- 
rity of the General Associate Synod have «icparted from some 
principles contained in those standards under which they and 
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we were united, and that Synod also will testify against this 
union as a defection from a covenanted reformation,’ —there- 
fore Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare a 
statement of these principles from which this departure was 
made, and also of the evils of this departure, against which 
Synod do agree to testify. 

Before entering on the consideration of this motion the Sy- 
nod adjourned till 30’clock. Closed with prayer. 


3 o’clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Mr. Vance had leave of absence during the remaining sit- 
tings of the Syned. 

The committee of supplies presented their report as amend. 
ed, which was adopted, and is as follows : 


SCALE OF APPOINTMENTS 

Robert Laing, in the Presbytery of Cambridge till next meeting of the Synod 

Archibald White, do. do. 

P. Bullions, do. except August in Baltimore. 

J. Mushat, in the Presbytery of the Carolinas till next meeting of Synod. 

A. Gordon, discretionary between the Presbyteries of Cambridge, Philadel 
phia and Muskingum, till next meeting of Synod. 

A. Isaac, Miami, June and July—Muskingum, August—Ohio, September—~ 
Cambridge, Oct. and Nov.—Mr. Walker’s congregation, Dec.—Ohio, Jan 
and Feb.—Muskingum, March—Miami, April and May. 

Thos. Ferrier, Muskingum, June Sabbath 1 & 2.—Miami, the remainder of 
June, July and Aug.-—Muskingum, Sept.—Allegheny, Oct—Mr. Walker’s 
congregation, Nov.—Ohio, Dec.—Cambridge, Jan. and till next meeting. 

J. P. Millar, Chartiers, June Sabbath 1 & 2—Phil’a. the remainder of June, 
July and Aug. Sabbath 1 & 2—Muskingum, remainder of Aug. and Sept. 
Sabbath 1 & 2—Miami, remainder of Sept.—On the Missouri Mission, Oct 
Nov. Dec. and Jan.--Miami, Feb.—Carolinas, March and April—Phila- 
delphia, May. 

. G. Smart, Carolinas, June, July, and Aug, Sabbath 1, 2, 3,—Miami, 
Aug. Sabbath 4, Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. and Jan.—Muskingum, Feb.— 
Phil., March, April, and May. 

A, White, Jr. Cambridge, June and July—Philadelpia, Aug.—Carolinas. 
Sept. Oct. Nov. and Dec. Sabbath 1, 2,—Philadelphia, the remainder oi 
Dec. and till next meeting of Synod. 

I’. M’Naughton, Cambridge, June—Philadelpia, July, Aug. and Sept.— 
Carolinas, Oct. Nov. Dec. and Jan.—Philadelphia, Feb. and till next 
meeting of Synod. 

J. Clokey, Muskingum, June—Chartiers, July— Allegheny, Aug.—Phila 
delphia, Sept. and Oct.—Miami, Noy. and till next meeting of Synod. 

Isaac Baggs, Ohio, till next meeting of Synod. 

Mr. Kendall, Aliegheny, July—Ohio, Aug. Sept.—Musk. Oct.—Miami, 
Noy. and Dec.—Carolina, Jan. Feb. and March—Philadelphia, Apri) 
and May. 

Mr. Hindman, Allegheny, Oct..—Philadelphia, Nov. Dec. and Jan.—Al.- 
legheny, Feb. Sabbath 1, 2,—-Miami, Feb. Sabbath 3, 4, March, and til! 
next meeting of Synod. 


Synod ordered the former clerk to transmit to the present 
clerk the minutes of Synod, and also that the clerk be authori 
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zed to take into his custody for safe keeping the records ot 
the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, now in Philadel- 
hia. 
: The competing calls for Mr. Joseph Clokey, from the Pres- 
byteries of Miami and Muskingum, were taken into considera- 
tion; and on motion, it was Resolved, That said said calls be 
transferred to the Presbytery of Chartiers, to be presented 
to the candidate on the last Tuesday of August, together with 
any other call or calls that may be prepared before that time. 

The committee appointed to review the records of the Pres- 
bytery of Muskingum, reported that they had examined these 
records and found them correct. 

The communication of James Millar was taken into consi- 
deration, referring to his protestation of last year, and request- 
ing a reconsideration of his case. After Mr. Millar was heard, 
and the members had made their remarks, the question was 
put—‘Grant Mr. Millar’s request or not ?”’—and carried not 
grant, as the Synod could perceive no new light about to be 
cast upon the subject. As Mr. Millar complained that his 
protest against the decision of last year in his case had not 
been published in the minutes, the Synod agreed to publish 
his protest in the minutes of the present year. 


The protest is as follows : 


Protest by the subscriber against a judgment of the Associate Synod of 
North America, in his case, on the 29th of May, 1826. 

The Synod having found the charge preferred against him, to be proven, 
by a majority of two; and in consequence, having deposed him from the of- 
fice of the holy ministry ; a consciousness of innocence, which he offered to 
confirm on oath; the informality of the judgment of the court, and justice 
to himself, prevent him from acquiescing, and submitting to a course of dis- 
cipline, for a crime of which he is innocent, wherefore, he hereby protests 
against the decision of Synod, in his own name, and in the name of all who 
shal] adhere to him; and requests the Synod to review their deed and reverse 
their sentence: And in the mean time, he holds it null and void, and claims 
the full liberty of exercising his ministry, in all its parts, as though no such 
judgment had been passed, and requests an extract of this his protestation. 

JAMES MILLAR, Late minister of the gospel, Putnam. 


Dr. Bruce asked and obtained leave to adhere to Messrs. 
Stark and Bullions, in the protest against the decision of Sy- 
nod last year. Mr. A. Anderson obtained leave to adhere to 
Messrs. Carson, Adams and others, in their protest against the 
decision of last year, requiring of the protesters inScotland an 
approbation of our principles, before their admission to our 
communion. 

The motion left for consideration last sederunt, was resumed 
and agreed to. Wherefore the following committee was ap- 
pointed, viz: Dr. Anderson, Dr. Ramsay, and Mr. Allison. 


Adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 
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Wednesday, May 30. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above, except Mr. Irvine, absent with leave. 

Read the minutes of the last sitting. 

Dr. Bruce gave in his reasons of protest alluded to in the 
minutes of last evening. 

Dr, Anderson and Mr. Murray were appointed a committee 
to answer said reasons of protest. 

The report of Mr. Alexander Roseburg, treasurer, was read 
and transmitted to the committee on the funds. 

On motion—Resolved, That Mr. John. Kendall, not having 
been licensed according to the appointment of last year, be 
taken on trials by the Presbytery of Chartiers. 

Mr. John Hindman was appointed to be taken on trials fo: 
license by the Presbytery of Allegheny, on account of the de- 
licate state of his health, which renders a sedentary life inju- 
rious to him, and requires that he should be permitted to travel. 

The committee of supplies were ordered to make out a scale 
of appointments for these individuals. 

The committee appointed last evening, on the subject of the 
union in Scotland, gave in their report. After some progress 
made inthe consideration of this report, the Synod adjourned 
till 3 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 


3 o'clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Resumed the consideration of the business left unfinished at 
last sitting. Before the Synod was preparared for a final vote 
on the matter, the moderator asked and obtained leave of ab- 
sence during the remainder of the meeting of Synod. Messrs 
France and Trimble also obtained leave of absence. Mr. 
Young being absent, Mr. Woods was appointed a member ot 
the committee onthe funds, in hisroom. The Synod adjourn- 
ed till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Thursday, May 31. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer by Dr. Ram- 
say, the former moderator. Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. © 

The committee of supplies reported a scale of appointments 
for Messrs. Kendall and Hindman, in the event of their licen- 
gure, which report was adopted. Agreed to transmit the pe- 
tition from Shaver’s Creek for supply to the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia. 

The committee appointed on the question left on the Sy- 
nod’s table last year reported, and their report was rejected, 
and a substitute adopted, as follows :—" In answer tothe ques- 
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tion, ‘Has a minister of the Gospel, against whom a charge 
has been exhibited, and was taken up by a chureh court, which 
charge, if proved, would infer suspension, any right, before the 
issue of the trial, to act in any part of the ministerial office * 
Synod agree that the judging of a libel against a minister 
relevant does not necessarily infer suspension ; but suspension, 
in such a case, may be imposed according to our books of 
discipline, not as a censure, but from measures of expediency.” 

The unfinished business of last evening, respecting the re- 
port on the subject of the union in Scotland, was resumed, and 
the report of the committee adopted, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE SCOTCH UNION. 


The Synod agreed upon the following statement of some principles deserted by 
a majority of those formerly composing the General Associate Synod of Scot- 
land, with those called Burgers; and also of certain evils in that Union, 
against which this Synod have agreed to testify, as a departure from a cove- 
nanted reformation. 

1. In the Basis of that Union, the majority of the General Synod agreed 
to set aside their Testimony from being any more what they had, till then, 
held it to be,;—a term of communion; while it was not denied to be a testi- 
m agreeable to the word of God, and also necessary as an acknowledg- 
meft of what his church had formerly attained, and as a condemnation of 
backslidings and contrary errrors. 

2. In agreeing to said Basis, the Gen. Ass. Synod agreed to decline the ac- 
knowledgment, which, till then, had been made by the whole Secession body, 
of the perpetual obligation af the National Covenant of Scotland, and of the 
Solemn League and Covenant for maintaining and carrying on a work of refor- 
mation in the three kingdoms. 

3. In agreeing to the 3d article of the Basis, the Gen. Ass. Synod declined 
adopting the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, as a part of 
the covenanted uniformity of the church of Christ in the kingdoms of Britain 
and Ireland. Nor is the Confession received according to the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly receiving it in 1647, which had been the usual manner of re- 
ceiving those standards in the Secession church. 

4. In the Basis there is no adherence to the Directory of the Westminster 
Assembly for Public Worship: no express adherence to the act of the Associate 
Presbytery respecting the doctrine of grace; nor to other acts of the Associ- 
ate Presbytery and of the Associate Synod for promoting reformation; such 
as acts condemning the Burgess oath, the Mason oath, &c. 

5. In agreeing to said Basis, they agreed to a scheme which omits what 
ad been done in the Secession church to guard against lax or, what has been 
called, free communion. Itis obvious that there is nothing more in this Ba- 
sis in opposition to such communion, than there is in the profession of the Re- 
lief church, and others, bearing the Presbyterian name, which allow and 
practice such communion. 

6. In agreeing to said Basis, they neglected a necessary testimony against 
singing hymns of human compositon in divine worship. 

7. In agreeing to said Basis, they agreed to an unwarrantable exercise of 
forbearance, as their not censuring church members for swearing the religious 
clause in some burgess oaths. 

8. In agreeing to the Basis, they imposed an undue restraint upon ministers 
respecting matters of their public profession, as appears in the preamble to the 
Basis. 

9. The scheme of covenanting adopfed in the Basis, is unscriptural and 
contrary to the one formerly used in the General Associate Synod. The mo- 
rality of the duty is, indeed, acknowledged, a Bond is adopted for the use of 
those who have clearness to proceed in the duty, and an acknowledgment at 
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sius is to be prepared by eachsession as it may suit their convenience; but 
the seasonableness of the duty is not asserted in the Basis, as it was in the 
Testimony. The Bond proposed, is not pointed in the engagement to duties ; 
no acknowledgment of sins adapted to the state of the whole church, is pro- 
vided; nor is there any injunction, nor even a recommendation, to ministers 
and sessions, to take measures with their congregations to effect a renewal of 
covenant engagements. Upon the whole, the scheme of covenanting, adopt- 
ed, is rather of the Independent kind, than of that used by our covenanting 
Presbyterian ancestors, and hitherto used by the Secession church. 

Against the decision, Dr. Bruce craved and obtained leave 
to enter his protest, for reasons to be given in. Mr. Blair 
likewise protested against the decision, and the precipitancy 
with which he considered the matter issued. 

The following motion was presented for consideration, viz 

Resolved, That the Synod do hereby repeal their decision, 
in which they agreed to receive into their communion the Pro- 
testing Brethren, and the members of the United Synod, only 
on the common ground of declaring their accession to our 
standards; and that the Synod do now declare their cordial 
satifaction with the conduct of the Protesting Brethren in op- 
posing the union, and recognise them as one with ourselves 
in the faith of Christ, and in maintaing the principles of a 
covenanted reformation. 

Adjourned till 3 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 


3 o'clock P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above. 3 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Entered on the consideration of the resolution offered in the 
forenoon. After considerable discussion, the following amend- 
ment was offered and agreed to, viz :—‘‘ Resolved, That Synod 
do recognise the Protesting Brethren in Scotland, or the As- 
sociate Synod, as continuing one church with us, and engaged 
in maintaining the same testimony on behalf of a covenanted 
work of reformation, and do hereafter consider the act passed 
at Huntington, in 1820, as not applying to them.” 

The draught for an act of a Fast was read, and ordered to 
be recommitted to the committee for correction and publica- 
tion in the Religious Monitor. The second Thursday of No- 
vember was appointed to be observed as the day of fasting. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock this evening. Closed with prayer: 


8 o'clock P. M. 
Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present 
as above. 


Read the minutes of last sitting. 
The committee on the funds gave in their report, as follows : 


The committee appointed to examine the Funds, report, 





alll 
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that they have performed the duty assigned them, and find 
the accounts correct. 
SYNOD’S FUND. 
Balance in favour of Synod in the hands of 
Alexander Roseburg, $42.34 
In the hands of Robert Steele, : 68.93 
Total of Synod’s Fund, 
MISSIONARY FUND. 
Balance in favour of this Fund in the hands 
of Alexander Roseburg, , ; $186.83 
In the hand of Robert Steele, _.. ; 82.69 


STUDENT'S FUND. 
Being the same as last year, viz : : 1124.81 
[Nore.—The interest which arose ‘from these funds has 
been placed to the credit of the ‘“‘ Hall Fund.”] 
EASTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
Balance in favour, which is in the hands of 





$111.27 





$269.52 


Robert Steele, ; . $164.21 
STUDENT’S AND WESTERN HALL FUND. 
Balance, $50.16 

"WILLIAM WILSON, 
JAMES YOUNG, Committee. 


WILLIAM WOODS, 

As it appeared that many congregations contributed little or 
nothing to the funds, on motion, the Synod agreed to recom- 
mend it to the congregations, settled and vacant, under their 
inspection, to contribute annually, as liberally as possible, to 
the Synod’s funds generally, and to the missionary fund in 
particular. 

The committee appointed to prepare the draft of a reply 
to the communication of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod 
were called upon for their report, but stated that they were 
not prepared. 

The following resolution was made and agreed to, viz :— 
Resolved, That Synod having received from the Reformed 
Presbyterian Synod a friendly reply to our letter of last year, 
but this reply not fully meeting the enquiries and desires ex- 
pressed in the above letter, a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare another letter, to be addressed to the Reformed Synod, 
at their next meeting; and tnat in the mean time, the clerk 
be ordered to transmit official notice of this resolution to the 
clerk of the Reformed Synod, or their committee. Dr. An- 
derson, Dr. Ramsay and Mr. Allison, the committee. 

On motion, it was agreed, that committee be appointed 
to address a friendly letter to the brethren of the Associate 
Synod, [Scotland] and inform them of the decisions of Synod 
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respecting their case, and endeavour to arrange with them u 


plan of regular correspondence. 


Dr. Anderson, and Messrs 


Allison and Heron, the committee. 
On motion—Resolved, That the thanks of Synod be tender- 
ed to those societies and individuals who have contributed to 


the funds. 


After prayer, and singing the latter part of the 72d Psalm, 
and the Apostolical benediction pronounced by the moderator, 


the Synod adjourned 


A. HERON, Synod Clerk. 





REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE WESTERN THEOLOGI 
CAL SEMINARY. 


SYNOD’S FUND. 
Balance, May 15, 1826, $20.20 
Donation of Margaret Moore, 1.00 
From Peter’s Creek congregation, 6.00 
Int’st. bequeathed by J. Paxton, 9.00 


From Glade Run congregation, 3.25 
From N. Buffalo congregation, 6.15 
From Service congregation, 6.90 


From Noblestown congregation, 6.00 
From Moniture’s Run con. 12.00 
From Mount Pleasant con. 
From King’s Creek con. 

From Poland, Liberty and Deer 
Creek 

From Xenia Branch, 

From Sugar Creek Branch, 

From Massies Creek con. 

From Mr. Carson, missionary, 
(being amount of receipts a- 
bove his travelling expenses,) 40.00 

From Rev. J. Adams, for sale of 


warning and minutes, 3.00 
From Mrs. A. Jackson, 1.00 
From Mr. J. Mackey, proceeds 

of a note, contributed during 

Mr. Adams’ mission to Mo. 7.50 
From Ligonier congregation 30.00 
From Little Beaver con. 10.37 


From Newcastle congregation, 10.00 

From Thomas Hanna, Sen. N. 
Buffalo, 

From North and South Buffalo 
congregations, 

For 12 copies of the warning to 
the Rev. J.Scroggs ; for 36 co- 
pies of ditto to Miss Cowan 
and others, 

From Stee) Creek and Bethany 
congregations,* 


10.00 


27.15 


32.50 





3.00 | 


From Cadiz congregation, 5.00 
From Rev. T. M’Clintuck, 2.00 
From Shanango and Salem 
congegations, 10.00 
From John Finley, Broad; Ck. 
Virginia, 5.00 


From Greersburgh congregation, 5.00 
From Piney Fork congregation, 1.62 


From Peter’s Creek con. 8.00 
From Pigeon Creek con. 2.75 
From Service congregation, 6.18 
From Burgetstown con. 5.00 
From Chartiers congregation, 27.50 
From Daniel Houston, 8.00 
From Margaret Moore, 1.00 


From Pittsburgh congregation, 20.00 
From Unity congregation, 
From Mount Pleasant con. 5.00 
From Rev. 


D. M’Lean, 35.00 
From Sharon con. S. C. 8.62 
From Capt. J. Blair, Yorkville, 5.00 


From Glade Run congregation, 2.25 
From the Rev. Wm. Wilson, for 


the Act and Testimony, 48.62 





$525.26 
EXPENDITURES, 482.92 
Balance, 42.34 





525.25 


MISSIONARY FUND. 

Amount as per statement last 
year, $11.34 
From Peter’s Creeek con. 6.00 
From Glade Run congregation 3.82 
From Monture’s Run con. 1826 6.00 
From Monture’s Run con. 1827 15.59 
From Noblestown congregation 6.00 
From Deer Creek congregation 9.50 


* Rev, A. Anderson, $5; Thos. Green, Esq. $5; Hugh Harris $1; Steele 
Creek Female Beneficent Society, $16; Bethany Congregation, $5 50.—32 50. 











$3 


From Poland and Liberty cons. 14.75 
From Rev. James Adams, 5.00 
From Pistol Creek, Big Spring, 

and Fork Creek, Tenn. 20.50 


From Samuel M’Kinley, Senr. 62 
From Mercersburg and M’Co- 
nelsburg congregations, 10.00 
From John Johnston, 3.00 
Prom Rev. T. B. Clarkson, 5.00 
From Thomas Carson, 2.00 


From John Sloan, 


From John Smilie, CrossCreek, 40 


From Mathew Elder, of ditto, 1.00 
From Piney Fork congregation,‘ 4.06 
From Bethel, &c. for 1826 and 





1827, per M. Kirkland, 9.37 
From Unity congregation, 3.62 
Am’t. in treasury, $186.83 
STUDENT’S AND WESTERN 
HALL FUND. 
Interest bequeathed by James 


Paxton, . 
From Hugh Holmes, Sugar Cr. § 
4.00 
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From Rev. Thomas Beveridge 12.00| congregation, b 
from Cadiz congregation, 12.00 | From Female Society of Mas- bf 
From William Turnbull, 4.00 | _ sie’s Creek, 29.16 hail 
From Rev. A. Heron; contribu- From Daniel Houston, 8.00 * 
tions from Rockbridge, Va.* 15.75 a " 
From Greensburgh congregation 5.00 $50.16 . 


ALEXANDER ROSEBURG. 






Cannonsburgh, May, 1827. 
— 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EASTERN THEOLOGI- 
CAL SEMINARY. 
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SYNOD’S FUND, EASTERN HALL FUND. Er 
Balance, $362.98 | Balance, $42.45 a 
From Rev. Mr. Adams, 12.00 | Int’st. on two shares U.S. Loan, 3.00 hie 
From Rev. Mr. Pringle, for Do do do 3.00 

books sold, , Do on Student’s Fund, 27.50 
From do do do 5.34} Do ontwosharesU.S. Loan, 3.00 
from Rev. Thos. Goodwillie, Do do do 3.00 

from Barnet, Vt. for years From the Female Contributing 

26 and °27, 24.02} Society of Philadelphia, for 
Of Hebron, N. Y. 10.00 the use of the students under 
City of New-York, 23.06} the Cambridge Presbytery, _ 50.00 
Baltimore, 35.00 | From Mr. J. M’Allister, Senr. 

one half to the Western Hall, ~ 
$480.80} and one half to the Hall un- 

EXPENDITURES, $411.87 der Cambridge Presbytery, 50.00. 

Balance 68.93 Interest on Student’s Fund, 27.50 
480.80 
MISSIONARY FUND. $209.45 
Balance, .19| ExpenpiroREs, $45.24 
From Mr. William Marris, 10.00 Balance, 164.21 
From Rev. F. Pringle, 41.60 209.45 
From Carlisle and Dickinson 

congregation, 7.90| The interest of the Student’s Funds 
Average interest, 3.00 | has been placed to the credit of the 

nen Fund; it remains as in last re- 
$82.69 ’ port. 


ROBERT STEELE. 
Philadelphia, May 12, 1827. 


* List of Contributors to the Synod’s Missionary Fund in Rockbridge.— 
Rey. A. Heron, Ariel Rodgers, Jesse Scott, Andrew Kinnear, one dollar each; 
Dicky Beard, James Taylor, Thomas Reid, David Beard, Alexander Nelson, 
John M’Campbell, William Harper, Miss Susan A. Kinnear, Miss Nancy M. 
Stewart, Miss Hannah E. Kinnear, Wm. Lindsay, John A. Somervell, James 
W. Lindsay, John Mackey, Wm. McKemy, Givens Ki: ear, John M. Harper, 
James Lindsay, James Millar. John McKemy, James Anderson, 50 cents 
each; Wm. A. McClung, Robert. McPherson, James T. Beard, James R. 
Lisle, William Beard, 28 cents each.— $15 76. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE C® THE PRESBYTERY OF 
































CAMBRIDGE. 
Min:sters. Congregations. Counties. |States. [Fen Com|Conts. 

a 

_ Goodwillie Barnet Caledonia ; 175 

Alex. Bullions |Cambridge Washington |¥°™ | 419} 348 

Andrew Stark |New-York New-York N. Y. | 100}. 225 

Peter Campbell [Florida Montgomery do 65} 132 

James Martin |Albany Albany do 60) 110 

James Irvine |Hebron Washington do 55} 144 

James Whyte {Salem do do 35 

Without charge. Vacancies. 

(|Bovina Delaware do 80 

Arch’d. White | |Argyle Washington do 305 

Robert Laing | |Putnam do do 105 

Peter Bullions ; Ryegate Caledonia Vert. 85 

4. Gordon Dumfries U. Ca. 

John Russell Thorold do 

Phos. Ferrier | |Stamford do 

_'York Livingston N. ¥ | 
el 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 

















MIAMI. 
Ministers. Congregations. Counties. States. \Fam Cam Sy. Fad. 
James Adams _ |Massies Creek Greene Ohio | 101} 249 
Pistol Creek Blount Ten. | 38 159 
David Carson Big Creek and do do §| 
Fork Creek Monroe do 20; 31 
Without cha. {\Xenia and : 
Andrew Isaac } |Sugar Creek Greene Ohio 83) 200 
Salem Knox aes 16] 45 
- Clarke Clarke India 
Vacances. + |r imestone Washington |Tenn. 9} 30 
Darby as 
‘Carme], Madison : 
and Big i Jefferson India. | 60} 130 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 

















ALLEGHENY. 

Ministers. } Congregations. Counties. States. |Fam;Com 
Robert Bruce [Pittsburgh ‘Allegheny Penn. | 125) 230 
John France |Glade-Run Butler do 55| 130 
John Dickie Rush-Hill Armstrong do 110; 160 
Joseph Scroggs |Ligonier Westmorel’d. | do 300 
Hugh Kirkland |Bethe}, &c. Allegheny do 140| 250 
David Blair Indiana, &c. ndiana do 260 

Cherry-Run Armstrong do 

Upper Piney | do do 
Vacancies. 4 \Lower Piney do , do 

Mahoning Indiana do ; 

Pine Creek ,. de do } ' 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE ind . 
CAROLINAS. Oe 
Ministers. Congregations. Counties. (States. |Fam\Com\Catec. 4 
; Pisgah Lincoln N.C. 
Wm. Dickson Bethany, &c. [York S.C. 
A. Heron erage B Rockbridge |Va. | 70) 170 
Timber Ridge 132] 993 
h Shiloh Tadcaster, (S.C. 28 3 
r. Ketchen Neily’s Creek [York do | 38 7 
P Steel Creek |Mecklenburgh|N. C. | 38) 50 
A. Anderson Bethany do do - 70 
John Wallace New Lebanon /Monroe Va. Me 112 
y + Smyrna Chester Ss. C. 0) 60 
James Lyte Little River, &c.|Fairfield do 1 
{| Broad Creek Rockbridge [Va. 5) 28 
Without cha. |} New-Stirling  |Ivedel N. C. 30 
Cambridge do do 60 
fohn Mushat Virgin Spring do do 
Gilead Mecklenburgh| do 36 
usieenlas Nob Creek Lincoln do 21) 45 
— 4 Cochran’s Vale {Burke do | i 
Tirzah York S.C. | Mj 2 
Sardis Union do 
Tolerant Lancaster do 
_New-Providence|Mecklenburgh|N. C. 
Lj} Piedmont Haywood do 
ll 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
CHARTIERS. > 
Ministers. Congregations. Counties. |States. |Fam|Cony Cont’s aged 
John Anderson |Service& King’s Cr.| Beaver - |Penn. | 140} 260 Bey 
Wm. Wilson  |Monture’s Run,&c.| Allegheny do | 106) 294 ae “i 
d ‘ Allis Mount Hope and| Washington do ( cf 
; Thomas Alison | ) Cross Creek Brooke Va. 75| 182 bre 7" 
James Ramsay |Canonsburgh Washington |Penn. 9 ape Ws 
David French |Buffaloe do do 92) 210 i Te Oo 
Alex. Wilson Peter’s Creek, &c. do do 90) 260) e 
Alex. Donnan /|Mount Pleasant,&c do do 50} 120) ; 
V; od Waynesburgh Green do | 190; 400 sag 
aeanciess 4 \Flaugherty’s Run {Beaver do |, 
—_>— We 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ‘Bis hi 
PHILADELPHIA. oe 
Ministers. Congregations. | Counties. |States. |Fam|ComSy. Fd. ; Bal 
-_|—-|-———- ', + i 
Francis Pringle |Carlisle \Cumberland Penn, 15} 45, $7.90 7 
1 — Mercersburgh Franklin | tll! Iie 
i .B.Clarkeda McConnelsburg | Bedford do | 48 184 ah 
T. Beveridge | Philadelphia Philadelphia | do : 
W. Easton Octorara Lancaster do a | 
Guinston York do 40; 100 i. 
r a: Lowe: Chanceford | do do 20! 70 kt 
Vacancies. Baltimore Baltimore Md. 
Huntingtor Huntington jPenn. | 16) 44 La 
the ] 
ma 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 





























~ Ministers. Congregations. , Counties. States. [Pom Com Cont’s, 
aa - 
fr. McClintock |Harmony [Butler |Penn. - +6 150 
Daniel McLean |Shenango —secsoeggy | do | ? 00] 450, 
DavidImbrie |Greersburgh Beaver | do 150) 300; 
Alex. Murray /|Newcastle do | do | 175] 310 
Elijah N.Scroggs|Beaver ‘Columbiana |Ohio. | 100} 250 
fohn Donaldson {Yellow Creek | do | do 
Day. Goodwillie/Poland, &c. (Trumbull do 200} 430, $24.25 
saac Baggs ;Mercer ‘Mercer Penn | 
{ \Rocky Spring do Ohio. | 
Springfield do do | 
ae acancies. | |Neshannock do do 
Snodgrass 4 (Connant Crawford Penn. 
Newton Trumbull Ohio. , 
Venango Venango do 
Fairview Crawford do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MU SKINGUM, 
Minasters. Congregations. Counties. | States. Fam|C om 
| 
ohn Walker jUnity 3elmont Ohio. 70} 148 
Wooster 36} 58 
Samuel Irvine sal Creek Wayne do 35, 57 
{f Neuman’s Ck. 7 
Thomas Hanna ‘Fer Harrison do 50} 106 
a ; Piney Fork Jefferson do 51; 104 
al ana | 9 Cambridge Guernse do 18} 30 
Daniel McLane comets ~ nee a do | 70} 120 
Jonathan’sCk. |Perry do | ( 
samuel McLane} < Licking Licking do 240} 87 
Truro Franklin | do 
{ jSteubenville Jefferson | do 
| Mount Pleasant do do 
McMahan’s Creek {Belmont do | 
Belmont do do 
Londonderry Guernsey do | 
Vacancies |Sharon Harrison do | 
pcm |Mansfield Richland do 
lw est Union do do 
i |Millersburg Holmes do 
|| |Carmel Tuscarawas | do 
Hermon Knox do 
} Mohican Wayne do 









































Summary of the preceding Tables. 


—— ee 
































Pvadeteries. Ministers. [ Congregations Fam. Com’s. |Contr’s. 
——— 

Cembridge 14 15 39 | 1744 
Carolinas 7 23 429 | 1114 
Ohio 9 14 925 | 1890 |#24.25 
Chartiers 7 10 743 | 1687 | 
Miami 3 13 77 444 
Philadelphia 4 9 189 249} 7.90 
Allegheny 6 il 430 | 1680 
Muskingum 5 93 387 732 

5 {| 120 1 3799 | 9540 's32.15 
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TO THE PATRONS OF THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


a. oe 


Tue Reviciovs Moniror was originally undertaken with a view to sup- 
port the doctrines of the Reformation, and faithfully to bear testimony for the 
whole truth of the gospel, in opposition to the many defections from truth and 
duty, and the loose and dangerous latitudinarianism which prevail in our day. 
Our object has ever been to furnish our readers with orthodox and solid in- 
struction, on the subject of religion ; and in addition to this, to exhibit such a 
condensed view of Religious Intelligence, as to occupy but little space, and at 
the same time, omit the mention of nothing in this department important, au- 
thentic, or which we thought would be useful or gratifying to our readers to 
know. How we have executed the task proposed, the public are now able to 
judge from the three volumes already published. Our thanks are due to our 
Correspondents for the valuable communications which they have furnished, 
and in which the value of the work greatly consists. A continuance of these 
favours is respectfully solicited. Had our object in publishing the Religious 
Monitor, been to enrich ourselves, we should have been greatly disappointed. 
Our first volume was published with considerable loss,and though the number of 
subscribers for the 2d and 3d volumes, was larger, it is a fact that mething has 
been realised on the whole concern beyond the expense of publication, and 
punctual payment is still requisite to secure us against loss. Were each of 
our present subscribers to procure for us another in the circle of his acquaint- 
ances, our list might thus be readily doubled, and nearly two-thirds of the 
whole proceeds ofsuch addition would fall into the public funds.* 

But independant of this consideration, which is of no small importance to the 
body, the Religious Monitor has strong claims to the support of the Associate 
Church of another kind. As now printed, it contains more matter,in propor- 
tion toits price, than any other similar work with which we are acquainted. 
And it is the only periodical work in the United States, which advocates the 
use of an inspired psalmody, and which is opposed to the loose system of 
communion and discipline which pervade the greater part of the Churches in 
America; or in which the advocate of the distinguishing principles of the As- 
sociate Church can find a place. In addition to this, as its circulation is 
nearly altogether in that Church, there is no work in which intelligence of 
general interest to the bedy can be so advantageously conveyed. Under 
these considerations we may be permitted to ask, if it is not for the interests 
of truth and piety, and more especially for the interests of the Associate 
Church, that such a work should be maintained, and to the injury of all, so 
far as the benefit resulting from its publication can not otherwise be realized, 
if it should fail. 

We bave commenced our 4th volume, but we are constrained to say, with 


mo very flattering prospects. In several places the number of our subscribers 


has decreased from various causes: And their loss is not yet made up, 
by the acquisition of others. Unless, therefore, some considerable addition to 
our present number be soon made, we shall be under the necessity of closing 
our labours, in this field, with the present volume. 

[L> The Ministers of the Associate Church, generally, are requested to act 
as agents for the Religious Monitor, to receive and forward the names of sub- 
scribers, with their respective addresses. 

We shall continue for the present, to print about 100 copies more than we 
have subscribers, in the hope that they will be called for. 


——o 


TERMS.—Two Dollars per annum, payable in advance. A | 
considerable number of our subscribers are in arrears for more 
than one year’s subscription; we hope that all such, will forward 
the amount of their dues with as little delay as possible; if they 
do not, we shall be under the necessity of discontinuing. 


* See resolution of Synod of last year. 





